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Editorial 


the Future 


"So many dawns that have not yet emerged." 
Unknown 


By Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO, AMAA 


did not invent the above headline. But | borrowed it from American Computer Scientist Alan Kay, whom | 
quoted in my last AMAA News editorial, “The best way to predict the future is to invent it.” 

| remain humbled by the amazing response the AMAA continues to witness in its century old mission to 

disseminate the Gospel, keep the fire of education ablaze, engage our youth and ‘train a child in the way 
he should go, and to face the challenges of human tragedies and natural disasters head-on. 
Despite the abundance of evil around, despite the never-ending lure of greed, despite all those who glorify 
violence, there is so much good in the world. The seeds of love and compassion that God has sown in the hearts 
of many manifest His goodness and reflect His love. 

| cannot help but share some of that goodness gracefully received at the AMAA. 

e “| have noticed great improvement at the AMAA. Activities in support of Syrian refugee crisis, assistance to fallen heroes in 
Artsakh, summer camps for children as well as the AMAA News magazine. And, | particularly enjoyed your talk in Minnesota 
on April 24, 2017.” 

e “| consider education very important in the development of the mind and intellect. Unfortunately, some do not get the 
opportunity and sadly are left behind. | would like to help children attain their ambitions and aspirations. Enclosed is my donation 
for the education of young girls in Armenia. This may become a way to start ‘inventing the future’ as you so aptly expressed in 
your editorial.” 

e “lam grateful to the AMAA because they helped me with my schooling soon after the Second World War. Enclosed please find 
my gift to be used for a needy student.” 

e §=© “Giving is not arduous. | have received a lot.” 

The generous donations accompanying the above sentiments and all the others gracefully received at the AMAA are investments 
in the ‘invention of the future’ of ‘so many dawns that have yet to emerge. With the showering of goodness that we have seen since 
we launched our $20M Centennial Capital Campaign, and at the threshold of 2018, the Campaign total to date has grown to $8M. The 
challenge is still ahead for us to reach our much-needed goal. 

A heartwarming Christmas season is upon us. As we celebrate the joyous birth of our Savior, enjoy His Grace of salvation and His 
promise of peace, we also remember the violence, poverty and suffering surrounding us. New dawns will emerge in the fields of Syria, 
mountains of Artsakh, the plains of Armenia and in communities around us. New dawns that need to see the light of hope, a grip to 
hold and a shoulder to shore. 

The AMAA is ready to rip the shroud of a new dawn. 

So many dawns that have not yet emerged. 

There is one waiting for you. 

On behalf of our Board of Directors and all of us at the Armenian Missionary Association of America, thank you for your generous 
and continued support of our Mission. 

Merry Christmas and our best wishes for a very Happy New Year! 0 
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By Rev. Dr. Avedis Boynerian* 


“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22-23 


want to express my thanks and appreciation to the AMAA sponsors, who sponsored and supported my 
education at the Arm. Evang. Peter and Elizabeth Middle School, Arm. Evang. Central High School, Haigazian 
University (then College), Near East School of Theology and the Princeton Theological Seminary. | would 
also like to mention that, when | was 10 and 11 years old, | attended two AMAA sponsored and supported 
children’s camps in KCHAG (Lebanon), without paying the registration fee, because we could not afford to. 

| share this first, because | appreciate every AMAA sponsor for planting and watering the seeds, and praise 
God for growing them (1 Cor. 3:6). Our faith teaches us that with God, nothing goes in vain, for God, in due time, grows what we plant 
and water by faith. Second, because | wish to encourage every present and future AMAA sponsor to continue to plant and water the 
seeds trusting that God will do His part — He will certainly make the seeds grow. The Bible attests, “(God) who calls (us) is faithful, 
and he will do it.” (1 Thess. 5:24) 

The AMAA, since its inception, remained faithful to its calling, mission and legacy. It continually witnessed to God’s faithfulness 
by providing faithful and trustworthy men and women who reached out to the underprivileged, poor and needy Armenians. The 
needs of those Armenians, who had survived the horrors of the Armenian Genocide of 1915, and those uprooted from their ancestral 
homeland, were beyond anyone’s wildest imaginations. At the time when the AMAA was founded, there were more than 100,000 
widows and orphans throughout the Middle East. The AMAA answered the call to meet their physical, educational and spiritual needs, 
and still do so in 24 countries around the world. 

One thing is sure and praiseworthy: Founding of the AMAA was God-ordained! The AMAA was the much-needed missionary 
association, vision and response to the needs of the hour, and continues to be so! We may ask: Why did the founders undertake such 
an enormous challenge, feel called and responsible to reach out to their fellow Armenians? | believe the reason is they were moved 
and motivated by the love of God in their hearts, were faithful to their upbringing, teachings and legacy that was entrusted to them. 

This reminds me of my favorite hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” The writer Thomas Obediah Chisholm was born in a log cabin in 
Franklin, Kentucky in 1866. He received his education in a little country schoolhouse and at age 16 began teaching there. He became 
a Christian at age 27 and, with no college or seminary training, was ordained, as a minister, at age 36. After serving as a minister 
for a year, the church, because of his ill health, terminated his ministry. So, he moved to Vineland, New Jersey, where he opened an 
insurance office. 

He never made much money, but said, “God has given me many wonderful displays of His providing care, which have filled me with 
astonishing gratefulness.” He believed in God’s faithfulness — believed that, however dire and desperate his situation and circumstances 
were, he was never cut off of God’s faithfulness. He believed that God is true to His character, all the time! 

Bill Bright, President of “Campus Crusade for Christ,” compares the attributes of God to a car engine. He says, “Pistons, fan belts, 
water pumps and thousands of moving parts all spin around within a small space, making power for us to drive our car. The parts 
all work together harmoniously, as components of the whole engine.” He ends, “We can compare God’s faithfulness to the oil in the 
engine that keeps the internal parts running smoothly.” 

In Lam. 3:21-23 the prophet Jeremiah pens words of God’s faithfulness. But first, a word or two about the Book of Lamentations, 
a collection of sad songs, a mournful postscript to the Book of Jeremiah and a biblical loudspeaker that proclaims God’s faithfulness. 

The word “Lamentations” provides an insight to the book. The name itself is suggestive of someone expressing his deep grief, 
sorrow and pain. It’s the prophet Jeremiah who is grief stricken and expressing his emotional agony, lamenting over Jerusalem being 
destroyed by the Babylonians and over the sins of his people being carried into captivity. He wonders how all this happened? How 
was Jerusalem destroyed and his people exiled? How he, who is known as the “weeping prophet,” is abandoned and forsaken by 
God, who had called him to ministry, at the first place? 

Jeremiah empties his heart and lets it all out - feels God is against Him, feels tormented mentally, spiritually, emotionally and 
physically, feels his prayers are unanswered, is ready to give up and his hope is gone. One thing is sure though: he wonders if God is 
really faithful or if God even cares for him and his people, who are uprooted and displaced! 

However terrible and horrible his situation and circumstances are, he is able to find some light, some hope in the middle of his 
misery. He speaks about God’s faithfulness and discovers that God’s faithfulness is never partial or subject to circumstances. Never! 

The Babylonians, who ruined Jerusalem and exiled his people into captivity, were strong and merciless. So were the Ottoman 
Turks. They were forceful and ruthless, but God was far more forceful and far more powerful. Our ancestors were not destroyed 
because of God’s faithfulness and compassion for us! In the middle of our tragic story of the Armenian Genocide and aftermath, our 
ancestors saw God’s hand upholding them, His love and compassion surrounding them. 


(Cont'd on p. 6) 
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he Armenian Evangelical Church of Ashrafieh is 
one of the five Churches in Lebanon that are within 
the Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches 
in the Near East. The other four churches in 
Lebanon within the Union are the First Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Beirut, the Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel 
Church of Nor Amanos and the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Nor Marash in Bourdj Hammoud region and the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Anjar in the Bekaa region. 

The Armenian Evangelical Church in Beirut began in the 
Armenian camps in 1922, soon after the Armenians fled the 
Armenian Genocide and started settling as refugees in different 
regions of Lebanon. These camps were each called by the original 
names of the towns in the Homeland such as Camp Hajen, Camp 
Aintab, Camp Adana, Camp Amanos, and Camp Marash. 

The Armenian Evangelicals were part of 13 different camps 
and nearby streets. In 1926 the Armenian Evangelical work was 
divided, and thus the Armenian Evangelical Church of Ashrafieh 


The Armenian A Evangel eal Church of Ashrafieh. 
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Rev. Soghomon Kilaghbian, current Pastor of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Ashrafieh. 


was formed. Rev. Yenovk Hadidian became the founding Pastor of 
the Church and continued to serve the newly formed church until 
1962. According to statistics from 1926, the Church had 1,500 
members (680 males and 820 females). 

Worship services were held in very poor conditions, but the 
Church developed during the following years and became a strong 
Church. For the first six years, the Church was called the Camp 
Armenian Evangelical Church and after the spring of 1932, it 
became known as the Armenian Evangelical Church of Ashrafieh. 

The Church building was erected in 1932 by a generous 
donation from Rev. Henry Riggs in memory of his wife and daughter, 
who passed away while serving among the Armenians of Kharpoot, 
Turkey. 

In 1936, property was purchased adjacent to the Church and 
the parsonage was built on it. The Church bell was donated through 
representatives of the Swiss Friends of Armenia, Karl Mayer and 
Yakob Kunzler. 

The Church has a large educational ministry in the Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East. The first Armenian 
school started in Camp Adana in 1922. From 1922-1926, Rev. 
Hadidian established 10 Armenian Evangelical schools. Besides 
these schools the Church had a Sunday School, which in 1928 had 
700 children. 
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Around The Globe 


The Church also had a Christian Endeavor Youth Association 
with 134 members (45 boys and 89 girls) in 1926 and a Junior 
Youth group, which had 65 members. Both organizations put 
their emphasis on the formation of the Christian character of the 
teenagers, preparing them both mentally and spiritually to become 
faithful followers of Jesus Christ and members of the Church. Seven 
women, who were elected by the Church’s communicant members, 
started the Women’s Auxiliary in 1938 which continues today with 
weekly meetings and various other activities. 

In 1942, the Church stopped receiving financial aid from the 
Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East and 
other sources, and became self-sufficient. 

There have been several spiritual awakenings in the Church on 
different occasions, which have brought spiritual renewal and new 
enthusiasm to the life of the Church and increased its membership. 
The ministers who served the Armenian Evangelical Church, 
Ashrafieh were: Rev. Yenovk Hadidian (1926-1962), Rev. Vahram 
Salibian (1962-1966), Rev. Hagop Sagherian (1967-1986), Rev. 
Krikor Youmshajekian (1986-1989), Rev. Nishan Bakalian (1992- 
1995) and Rev. Soghomon Kilaghbian (1996 to present). 

Today, the Church has an active Sunday School, Youth 
programs (Badanyats and Chanits), weekly Bible Studies, Women's 
activities and retreats. The Church is amember of the Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East and participates 
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Sunday School children of the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Ashrafieh. 


in the different activities of the Union by providing both financial 
and moral support. It also supports various humanitarian projects 
through the Union or on its own and participates in different 
projects of the Armenian Missionary Association of America. 
The Church also has its own School - the Armenian Evangelical 
Central High School. O 


Second grade students at the Armenian Evangelical Central 
High School of Ashrafieh. 


Armenian Evangelical Central High School of Ashrafieh. 


(Cont'd from p. 4... Faithful to Our Legacy by Rev. Dr. Boynerian) 


Our ancestors must have felt like Jeremiah. But they did not stay there. They had every reason to grieve and sing the blues, lament 
and get into despair and desperation. But they did not! They forced themselves to trust in God’s faithfulness and come to terms with 
God’s faithfulness. 

During the 1988 earthquake in Armenia, a father rushed to his son’s school and found the building flat. Standing there in tears, 
he remembered a promise he had made to his son, “No matter what, | will always be there for you!” It looked absolutely hopeless, 
but he went to the back right corner and started digging in the pile of rubble. He dug for hours. Finally, as he pulled back a stone, he 
heard his son’s voice. He screamed his son’s name, “Armand!” And a voice answered him, “Dad? Dad, it’s me!” Then the boy spoke 
these priceless words, “I told the other kids not to worry. | told them that, if you were alive, you would save me, and when you saved 
me, they would be saved.” 14 children were saved that day because one father was faithful. How much more faithful is our heavenly 
Father? 

In whatever dire situations and circumstances we are trapped in or crushed by the hardships and struggles of life and 
ministry, and however much we are in need of our resources to support the AMAA and mission projects, we are never cut off of God’s 
faithfulness. Never! Therefore, whatever challenges we face, we do not need to lose hope for God is always - every time, faithful! 
We just need to do our part - plant and water the seeds, and trust that God, in due time, grows them because He is always faithful! 


* Rev. Dr. Avedis Boynerian is the Pastor of the Armenian Memorial Church of Watertown, MA. The message was delivered at the AMAA's 
98" Annual Meeting Worship Service held on Sunday, October 22, 2017 at the Armenian Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ. 
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Meet Our Veteran Pastors 
Rev. Dr. Habib Alajaji 


he Rev. Habib Alajaji was born in Aleppo, Syria in 
1937 into a loving Christian home, the oldest of five 
children born to Basil and Nartouhi (Khosrofian) 
Alajaji. He attended Aleppo College and grew up 
with the dream of taking over and expanding his father’s 
carpentry business. At the age of 11, with his mother’s 
influence, he accepted Christ as his personal Savior. 

He moved to Beirut, Lebanon at the age of 19 to finish 
high school and attended a service where a missionary 
speaker gave a call to ministry. Though he felt God speaking 
to him, he said no. That night, he was rushed to the hospital 
in severe pain. When he returned to Aleppo, he had appendix 
surgery, but found that the cause was actually his colon. After 
five days, he awoke from a coma and informed his father that 
he was going to Bible school. Thirty-eight days later, he was 
moved on a stretcher, by plane, back to Beirut where he had 
his second unsuccessful surgery, leaving him functional but 
still not healed. After starting at Ebenezer Bible School, he 
needed a third surgery for his wound, scheduled during Easter 
vacation. 

After surgery, his situation went from bad to worse and he 
became angry with God, questioning why he was not healed 
after committing his life to God. He stopped reading his Bible, 
quit praying and yet he heard a voice whispering to him, 
“Joseph forgave his brothers, but you can’t forgive God?” He 
responded to God, knowing that regardless of the outcome, he 
would serve Him even if it meant dying. That same afternoon, 
his father and his father’s friend, Samuel Pashgian (who later 
became Habib’s father-in-law), prayed over his open wound. 
They put a copy of a Christian magazine on him, prayed in 
faith and he was miraculously healed. An eight-month ordeal 
finally came to a miraculous end. 

Habib finished Bible school in 1960, and served in the 
Evangelistic Center with Rev. Samuel Doctorian until 1970. 
During this time, he met and married Ruth Pashgian. In 


September 1970, he was ordained by the Church of the 
Nazarene in Beirut where he served as Pastor and later 
District Superintendent of the Lebanon, Syria and Jordan 
District. His knowledge of Armenian, English, Arabic and 
Turkish made him a strategic leader in the church’s Middle 
East efforts. In 1974, he received his Bachelor of Theology 
degree from the Near East School of Theology. 

In 1979, the Church of the Nazarene’s World Mission 
department convinced Habib to leave the area until the civil 
war died down. They had planned to stay in the United States 
for six months, but Habib and Ruth and their four children 
moved permanently to Glendale, California where they 
established the first Armenian Church of the Nazarene in the 
United States. Habib continued his education, receiving a 
M.A. in Religion and a Ph.D. of Philosophy from the California 
Graduate School of Theology. He served in Glendale for 25 
years, preaching regularly on an Armenian television channel 
that was televised nationwide. He also traveled to teach in 
Armenia and Cyprus at the European Nazarene Bible College. 

After the earthquake in Armenia in 1988, the Lord opened 
the door for Habib to visit and the Lord helped him start 
churches in Yerevan and Gyumri, beginning the Nazarene 
ministry in Armenia. The Glendale Armenian Church of the 
Nazarene was also instrumental in starting churches in 
Whittier, Pasadena, and North Hollywood, California. 

In 2005, he retired from full-time ministry, but continued to 
serve the Lord, preaching and teaching in Australia, Armenia 
and the United States. He recently celebrated his 80th birthday 
and continues to serve as Pastor Emeritus in Glendale, 
leading a weekly Bible study. His life verse is Psalm 16:8, “I 
have set the Lord always before me. Because he is at my 
right hand, | will not be shaken.” O 


Excerpts taken from Dr. Dean Nelson's “Divinely Displaced” 
published in Holiness Today. 
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AA 100" Anniversary 


By Florence Avakian 


YEARS OF SERVICE 


he Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) was created a hundred years ago to help 
and protect survivors of the Armenian Genocide 
who were desperately clinging to life. From 
those soul-searing and heartbreaking beginnings, 
the AMAA within a century has mushroomed into a prominent 
worldwide organization focusing on education, churches, 
humanitarian relief and camps in 24 countries, a stupendous 
accomplishment. 

On Saturday evening, October 21, close to 400 enthusiastic 
supporters came together to celebrate this unique feat at a 
Centennial Banquet at the Marriott Teaneck Glenpointe in NJ, 
entitled “Faithful to our Legacy,” and to honor long time AMAA 
philanthropists Edward and Pamela Avedisian, and Doreen and 
Charles (posthumously) Bilezikian. 

Guests of honor present included Armenia’s Ambassador 
to the U.S. Grigor Hovhannisyan, Armenia’s Ambassador to the 
U.N. Zohrab and Mrs. Irina Mnatsakanian, Prelacy Vicar General 
Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian representing the Armenian Prelate 
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, and the Very Rev. Fr. Vasken Ka- 
rayan representing the Armenian Diocesan Primate Archbishop 
Khajag Barsamian. By e-mail, Armenian Catholic Bishop Mi- 
chael Mouradian sent a congratulatory message. 
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Also attending were AMAA President Dr. Nazareth 
Darakjian and Dr. Ani Darakjian, Joyce Philibosian Stein and 
Joe Stein of the Stephen Philibosian Foundation, the Telfeyan 
Evangelical Foundation with several family members, Dr. 
Carnegie Calian, Badvelis (ministers) from all over the world 
including Canada, Europe, Armenia, the Middle East, and 
Australia, and representatives from the AGBU, AAHPO, 
Hamazkayin, Tekeyan Cultural Association, and the ARS. 

Following an elegant reception, and the singing of the U.S. 
National Anthem by four young students from the Merdinian 
Armenian Evangelical School of Los Angeles and the Armenian 
Anthem by students from the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian 
School, Armenian Evangelical World Council President 
Rev. Berdj Djambazian shared an inspirational invocation. 
Dedicated Banquet Co-Chairs Drs. Celeste Telfeyan Helvacian 
and Dr. Nurhan Helvacian warmly welcomed the spirited 
crowd, briefly extolling the spectacular achievements of the 
100-year-old Association. 


SEEDS PLANTED IN FERTILE GROUND 

Master of Ceremonies Dr. Raffy Hovanessian, a beloved 
long-time activist and benefactor in the Armenian community, 
presented an eloquent tribute to the history of the AMAA. 
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Ambassador to the U.N. Zohrab Mnatsakanian, Ronald Altoon, 
and RA Ambassador to the U.S. Grigor Hovhannisyan. 


Quoting the Bible, he recalled that “if seeds are planted in 
fertile ground, it gives forth lots of fruit, ten-fold,” then added, 
“thirty-fold, a hundred-fold.” 

“The AMAA for a hundred years has been planting those 
seeds here and all over the world. I am proud to say that I 
am the result of these selfless efforts,” he stated, expressing 
his gratitude for the AMAA’s superior educational benefits that 
he and his wife, noted art curator Vicki Shoghag Hovanessian, 
received during their youth. 

In a sad tribute, he remembered the passing that week of 
one of the most stalwart AMAA members Khoren Nalbandian, 
and expressed sincere condolences to his wife Seta Nalbandian, 
an AMAA Board member. 

He pointed out the unique AMAA accomplishments from 
the days of the Genocide, to the time of the 1988 earthquake, 
the independence of Armenia and United Nations membership, 
the victorious liberation of Artsakh, and the massive Syrian 
relief efforts in Aleppo and Damascus. 

Dr. Hovanessian thoughtfully recounted that the AMAA 
is “strongly nationalistic but emphasizes education and social 
services, has a heart but with the Christian spirit in it.” Then 
paraphrasing the immortal Movses Khorenatzi, he said, “Born 
by mortals, may the AMAA be eternal.” 


STANDING ON SHOULDERS OF GIANTS 

AMAA President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian recounted a brief 
history of the AMAA, and the “immense sacrifice” of giants 
Stephen Philibosian, Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian and Rev. Dr. 
Movses Janbazian and the “precious legacy” that needs to be 
passed on to future generations. 

“The common theme of the organization is children, from 
the orphan and child care sponsorships to the Milk Fund, to the 
summer camps, to the after-school day centers, to the Avedisian 
School in Armenia and all the Armenian Evangelical schools in 
the Near East and the U.S.” The work also extends to the youth, 
young adults, the students of Haigazian University, college 


scholarships, and the rebuilding 
of the churches in Armenia, Art- 
sakh, Syria and the entire Arme- 
nian Diaspora, he said. 

To accomplish these goals, 
the AMAA has committed it- 
self to a Centennial Fundraising 
Campaign to raise 20 million 
dollars. He stated proudly that 
the Campaign, which started a 
year ago, has already reached 
35 percent of its goal. With 
this Banquet initiating the mo- 
mentum which will go around 
the world, the AMAA hopes to 
“reach the finish line in Cali- 
fornia exactly 12 months from 
now,” he declared with empha- 
sis, after which an AMAA video 
was presented focusing on the 
children, schools, and the sum- 
mer camps in Armenia, Leba- 
non, Syria and the U.S. 

Delighting the audience 
were mezzo soprano Hasmik 
Meikhanedjian and pianist and 
composer Hayk Arsenyan, two 
New York-based musicians who 
have performed in many venues. 
Ms. Meikhanedjian with heart- 
felt emotion sang a number of 
well-known Armenian songs, 
accompanied by Mr. Arsenyan 
who also played solos, including 
a passionate rendition of Khat- 
chaturyan’s “Sabre Dance.” 


Dr. Raffy Hovanessian. 


BANQUET HIGHLIGHTS 

Well known California edu- 
cator and former AMAA Presi- 
dent Dr. Joseph Zeronian, and 
former AMAA Board Vice Pres- 
ident Peter Kougasian, Esq., Assistant District Attorney under 
NY District Attorney Robert Morgenthau, shared the honor of 
introducing the honorees, Edward and Pamela Avedisian. 

Dr. Zeronian referred to his mother, who grew up in a 
German orphanage in Kharpert, as his inspiration. He focused 
on the crucial importance of education which “followed the 
tradition of the Bible and those dedicated missionaries.” He 
pointed out the tremendous accomplishments of the Avedisians 
who for the past 20 years have “enhanced the education in 
Armenia, with the building of the best school in the Malatya- 
Sepastya district, Yerevan’s poorest community, as well as 
several other projects. “They have followed the principle that 


Dr. Joseph Zeronian. 
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Pianist Hayk Arsenyan and Vocalist Hasmik Meikhanedijian. 


it is more blessed to give than to receive,” he stated. 

To the surprise of many, an inspiring example of courage 
was displayed by Mr. Kougasian who came to the podium, 
but due to a neurological problem, was unable to speak. In a 
digital text where his speech was recorded, he recalled that on 
a special family trip to the Mekhitarist Monastery on Venice’s 
San Lazzaro Island, a non-Armenian tour guide told his son, 
“You should study a subject until you love it, because only then 
will it become a model of God’s love. That is the foundation 
upon which the Avedisian School is built,” Mr. Kougasian 
emphasized. “And when the Avedisians did this, Armenia 
already had free public school education, and the highest 
literacy rate of any country in the world.” 

The Avedisians created the School for excellence, Mr. 
Kougasian continued. “This School represents a different mission, a 
belief that is peculiarly Armenian. It is the belief that true excellence 
in education can lead the sensitive soul on a path to God.” 

Edward and Pamela Avedisian, in expressing appreciation, 
stated that the AMAA is the “major factor in projecting 
Armenian into the 21st century, but there still is a tremendous 
need to expand into many areas.” 


Zaven Khanjian, honorees Edward and Pamela Avedisian, and Dr. 
Nazareth Darakjian. 


Mr. Avedisian then introduced honorees Charles 
(posthumously) and Doreen Bilezikian who renovated the 
Avedisian School and playground in Shushi. With great feeling, 
Doreen Bilezikian described the “deplorable conditions” in 
the Women’s Hospital in Yerevan, another renovation project 
undertaken by the Bilezikians. 

In recognition of the great philanthropy by both the 
Avedisians and the Bilezikians, special handmade gifts were 
presented to them. AMAA President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian 
presented the Avedisians with a magnificent Michael Aram 
-designed gift of Noah’s Ark, and AMAA Executive Director/ 
CEO Zaven Khanjian gave Doreen Bilezikian a lovely painting 
of the Bilezikian couple. The honorees and the AMAA 
President and Executive Director/CEO together participated in 
the cutting of the ceremonial AMAA anniversary cake which 
was distributed to all. 

Devoted AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian, 
who delivered the closing remarks, expressed deep appreciation 
to all involved in this memorable celebration. Mr. Khanjian, 
who has served as Chairman of the West Coast’s Armenia Fund, 
Americans for Artsakh, and the Merdinian Evangelical School 
Board, also founded and directed the Syrian Armenian Relief 
Fund (SARF). 

He reiterated four promises. To God, the promise is to “stay 
the course and carry out our mission with renewed vigor and en- 
ergy all around the globe to our kin and beyond.” To the AMAA 
members, a “commitment to integrity, accountability, transpar- 
ency and full financial disclosure.” To the next generation, “good 
stewardship, and the availability of resources for the challenging 
needs of the future.” And “for our people, to impact the spiritual 
and physical well-being of our people in Syria, Artsakh, Arme- 
nia, the Near East, Europe and the Americas.” 

The AMAA, “Faithful to Our Legacy and Embracing the Fu- 
ture,” strides forward into its second century. “Embracing the Fu- 
ture, let us stride together,” Khanjian declared to a standing ovation. 

The evening that will long be remembered came to a 
conclusion with the Hayr Mer (The Lord's Prayer) sung 
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Zaven Khanjian, Doreen Bilezikian and Dr. Nazareth Darakjian. 
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L to R: Zaven Khanjian, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Doreen Bilezikian, Pamela and Edward Avedisian and Drs. Celeste Telfeyan Helvacian 
and Nurhan Helvacian join together to cut the AMAA's Anniversary cake. 


by all, and the Benediction recited by Rev. Dr. Vahan H. that has never died, or vanished in the last 100 years, that of 
Tootikian, Armenian Evangelical World Council (AEWC) compassion, the ability to enter the skin of hurting, suffering 
Executive Director. people, feel the pain and come up with a remedy. The AMAA 

AEWC President Rev. Berdj Djambazian eloquently — started, and continues to this day, implementing this compas- 
voiced the emotions of many when he said, “I saw one thing — sion through God.” O 


PO PPO CE OOE HET EEE EHESOEHE TEE EEO EETEEOOT EEO EESOT EO EEOOOEETEOOEO TES ETETHTEESOEEE EO EEEOEE TEESE THETEEEEOE EE TESEO HEE OEESOTEEESESEEELESESOS 


AMAA Holds 98th Annual Meeting in New Jersey and Elects 
New Board Members for the Class of 2020 


he Annual Meeting and related activities of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) 
took place in New Jersey, October 19-22, 2017. 

On Thursday, October 20 two lectures were presented 
on the occasion of the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation. The event, which took place at the Armenian 
Presbyterian Church in Paramus, NJ, was attended by over 50 
pastors, AMAA members, Board members, and staff from the 
United States and abroad. 

Rev. Dr. Carnegie Calian, past President of the Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, lectured on “The Impact of the Reformation 
on Christianity and the World.” He examined the impact of Martin 
Luther’s movement and presented the socio-political, psychological 
and theological factors that played out in the early years of the 
Reformation. Luther’s main theme was “repent,” which meant to Rev. Dr. Carnegie Calian lectures on "The Impact of the 
change and move out of one’s comfort zone. Reformation on Christianity and the World." 
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Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, Executive Director of the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council and a prolific author of 40 books, spoke 
on the “Dawn of the Armenian Evangelical Church and its Impact 
on the Armenian Nation.” He began his presentation by discussing 
the various 19th century factors that ushered in the Armenian 
Evangelical movement in the first half of the century — the 
intellectual enlightenment among Armenians, various educational 
institutions and the support of missionaries. This was followed 
by the key elements of the movement: Personal relationship with 
God, the priesthood of all believers, the importance of lay men 
and women, the liberty of individuals and the ultimate authority of 
the Bible. The last part of his lecture focused on the contribution 
of the Armenian Evangelical movement in the fields of education, 
evangelism, and leadership. 

The Executive Board of the Armenian Evangelical World 
Council (AEWC) held its meeting on Thursday evening and 
Friday morning and on Friday evening, the AMAA held its regular 
Board of Directors meeting. All meetings were held at the AMAA 
Headquarters in Paramus. 

The 98th Annual Meeting of the Association was held 
on Saturday morning at the Teaneck Marriot at Glenpointe in 
Teaneck, NJ. AMAA President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian presided 
over the Meeting, which was attended by 100 members and guests. 
Delegates of Armenian Evangelical Churches, Unions, Armenian 
Evangelical World Council, AMAA Committees and affiliated 
organizations shared their reports, their joys and concerns and 
praised God for another successful year. Before the conclusion of 
the Meeting, Dr. Darakjian announced the results of the election 
for the AMAA Board Class of 2020: Edward Avedisian (MA), 
Nazareth Darakjian, M.D. (CA), Thomas Momjian, Esq. (PA), 
Jack Muncherian (CA), Vahe Nalbandian, Ph.D. (CA), Alan 
Philibosian, Esq. (NJ), Gary Phillips, Esq. (CA), Ann Karagozian 
Sarafian, Ph.D. (CA) and Eileen Chopourian Stephey, Ed.D. (PA). 

The highlight of the weekend was the sold-out Centennial 
Celebratory Banquet on Saturday evening at the Teaneck Marriot 
at Glenpointe, honoring two distinguished couples: Edward 
and Pamela Avedisian and Doreen and Charles (posthumously) 
Bilezikian. 

The weekend culminated with a Worship Service held in the 
sanctuary of the Armenian Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ. 
A special moment of remembrance to honor the memory of those 


98th Annual Meeting of the A AMAA. 


Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian lectures on the "Dawn of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church and its Impact on the Armenian Nation." 


AMAA Board of Directors meets at AMAA Headquarters. 


members and friends of the Association, who made the transition 
from this life to Life Eternal during the past year, was led by Rev. 
Ara Guekguezian. The Armenian message, with the theme of 
"The Harvest is Plenty, But the Workers are Few," was offered by 
Rev. Joseph Garabedian, Pastor of the First Armenian Church of 
Belmont, MA. Rev. Dr. Avedis Boynerian, Pastor of the Armenian 
Memorial Church of Watertown, MA, offered the English sermon 
with the theme "Faithful to Our Legacy." 

Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, Executive Director of the AEWC, 
brought the service to its culmination with the installation of the 
newly-elected AMAA Board members. O) 
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Installation of AMAA Board members. 
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By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, AEWC Executive Director 


he Executive Committee of the Armenian Evangelical 

World Council (AEWC) held its Annual Meeting at the 

Headquarters of the Armenian Missionary Association of 

America in Paramus, New Jersey on October 19-20, 2017. 
Written and oral reports were given by the Council’s President, 

Executive Director and the Treasurer, following which the representa- 

tives of the five church Unions and the Armenian Missionary Associa- 

tion of America reported on their respective organizations. 
Following the discussions of some old and new business 
matters, the Executive Committee made the following resolutions: 

1. To organize All-Armenian Evangelical Conference for young 
adults in Armenia from August 2-14, 2018, on the Centennial 
Anniversary of the Armenian Missionary Association of America. 

2. Elected an ad hoc committee to review the bylaws of the 
AEWC and report to the Biennial Meeting of the Council in 
October 2018. 

3. To participate in a dinner reception in honor of His Holiness 
Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, 
on November 2, 2017, sponsored by the Western Diocese of 
the Armenian Church in collaboration with the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America. 

4. Onthe Centennial Anniversary celebrations of the Republic of 
Armenia and the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
in 2018, the Executive Committee issued the following two 
statements: 


Resolution On the 100" Anniversary of the Republic of Armenia 

On May 28, 1918 the Armenian people regained statehood with 
the creation of the first independent state since 1375. For the first 
time in almost six centuries the Armenian people, with the found- 
ing of the Republic of Armenia, were able to begin the process of 
controlling their individual and collective destinies. As a landlocked 
small remnant of historical Armenia, this newly-founded republic 
became the base on which modern Armenia continues its existence. 

May 28, 2018 is the Centennial Anniversary of Armenia. On this 
historic occasion, the Armenian Evangelical World Council (AEWC) 
welcomes the 100th anniversary of Armenia’s independence and 
announces: 

1. Its unwavering commitment to strengthen Armenia’s indepen- 
dent statehood; 

2. To render its moral, spiritual and financial support to the Re- 
public of Armenia; 

3. Tocontinue its support to the efforts of international recognition 
of the Republic of Artsakh; 

4. To mark the Centennial Anniversary of Armenia in public cel- 
ebrations, as well as during the morning worship service on 
Sunday May 27, 2018; 

5. To send an AEWC delegation to Yerevan toward the end of 
May 2018 to participate in the Centennial celebrations of the 
Republic of Armenia. 


AEWC 


Armenian Evangelical World Council 
Holds Meeting in Paramus, New Jersey 


Standing L to R: Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian, Rev. Joel Mikaelian, 
Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian, Rev. Gilbert Léonian, Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian, Rev. Dr. René Léonian. Seated L to R: Dr. 
Nazareth Darakjian, Rev. Berdj Diambazian, Rev. Dr. Vahan H. 
Tootikian, Zaven Khanjian. Missing from picture: Joyce Stein, Rev. 
Dr. Ara Chakerian, Dr. Nurhan Helvacian. 


Resolution On the Centennial Anniversary of the 

Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) 

In June 2018, the AMAA will mark its 100th birthday. 
Celebrations are already being held in various communities with a 
fundraising campaign. Some other Centennial celebrations are being 
planned in several venues in Armenia and the Diaspora. It was the 
hand of the Divine Providence that guided a group of Armenian 
Evangelicals who founded the AMAA during the annual convention 
of the Armenian Evangelical Union of the Eastern States from June 
7-9, 1918, in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

For almost a century, the AMAA has extended its spiritual, edu- 
cational, social, cultural and philanthropic services to the Armenian 
people. Thousands and thousands of Armenians, generation after 
generation, have been blessed by its benefactions. Today it represents 
one of the most vital and dynamic Armenian organizations in the 
Armenian Diaspora. 

On the Centennial Anniversary of the AMAA, the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council (AEWC) decided to celebrate this mile- 
stone with the following purposes in mind: 

1. To praise God for the witness and service of the AMAA for 
the past 100 years; 

2. To recommend to the Armenian Evangelical Unions and 
churches worldwide to celebrate this historic milestone, in 
consultation with the AMAA Centennial Committee, with the 
following in mind: 

a. To organize Centennial Anniversary celebrations on com 

munity level with religious and cultural programs; 

b. Commemorate the Centennial Anniversary on Sunday, 

June 10, 2018 in the moming worship services; 

c. Participate in the Centennial fundraising campaign. 

3. To pray to Almighty God that the AMAA will continue its 
spiritual, educational, social, cultural and philanthropic services 
to the Armenians with greater spiritual vigor and outreach.O) 


AMAA NEWS, Oct-Nov-Dec 2017 13 


By Rev. John Khanjian, Ph.D. 


he Catholicos of All Armenians, His Holiness Karekin 
II, received representatives of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church and the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA) at St. Leon Armenian Cathedral in 
Burbank, California on November 3, 2017. Representatives from the 
Armenian Evangelical Community and from the Western Diocese 
were invited by the AMAA for an interdenominational fellowship 
dinner where good will and best wishes were exchanged. 

Executive Director/CEO of the AMAA, Zaven Khanjian, 
welcomed and thanked the Catholicos for this auspicious occasion 
and invited the guests to raise a toast in his honor. After thanking 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Boyajian for sponsoring the event, he invited 
the Catholicos to offer grace. In his prayer the Pontiff blessed 
not only the food but the Armenian Apostolic and the Armenian 
Evangelical churches. 

After the meal, Mr. Khanjian expressed his appreciation for 
this Christian brotherly meeting between the two members of the 
Armenian community which was made possible by the help of the 
Primate of the Western Diocese, His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan 
Derderian. In his remarks, Mr. Khanjian pointed out that the roots 
of the Armenian Evangelical Church are deeply embedded in the 
Apostolic teachings which brought the Good News of the grace 
and forgiveness of God to the Armenian nation. The Armenian 
Evangelical Church, which is based on the Bible, is a healthy branch 
of the Apostolic Church and aspires to be faithful to its historical 
Armenian roots. We all stand on the shoulders of the giants of our 
traditions. He concluded his message with best wishes and prayers 
for the Armenian Evangelical Church and the AMAA to remain 
faithful to their mission and continue to stand by the Apostolic 
Church and together spread God’s Word and lead our compatriots 
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His Holiness Karekin II greets Tove and Albert Boyajian, sponsors 
of the Dinner. 
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to the sources of our faith. We are all challenged to face the future 
together for a stronger Homeland. 

The Rev. Berdj Djambazian, President of the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council and Minister of the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of North America, described his personal experiences with 
His Holiness which reflected a man of love, honesty, truthfulness, 
and compassion. He also expressed his hope for working together 
for Christ and the Fatherland. 

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, President of the AMAA, acknowledged 
the significance of this meeting on the Centennial of the AMAA, and 
thanked His Holiness for cordially receiving the AMAA’s Officials 
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Dinner guests greet His Holiness Karekin II. 


visits. Dr. Darakjian expressed the aspiration of the AMAA to 
cooperate in the area of Christian Education and help in building 
a strong Armenia not only economically but also spiritually. He 
said, “We need to cooperate in order to continue our existence as 
Christian Armenians.” 

Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, Chairman of the Central Committee 
of the Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East 
and President of Haigazian University, thanked His Holiness for 
this occasion and emphasized that it is the love of Christ and the 
need of our nation that brings us together. “Haigazian University, 
which is engaged in preparing our young people to serve our nation 
in the Homeland and the Diaspora, is in need of your prayerful 
support” and concluded with the need to cooperate for the welfare 
of our youth. 

His Eminence, the Primate of the Western Diocese, Archbishop 
Hovnan Derderian who played a major role in this event, welcomed 
His Holiness and the audience and invited him to the podium. The 
Catholicos, who spoke extemporaneously, was very frank with the 
audience. He acknowledged that in the past there have been some 
reservations but “the fact that I am here today with my Evangeli- 
cal brothers is proof of the absence of obstacles for the preaching 
of the Gospel in Armenia. Spreading the light of the Gospel does 
not mean forming a separate denomination but strengthening one 
another.” He welcomed this opportunity to be together and to build 
arelationship based on a sincere Christian foundation, to break the 
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Church Relations 


Zaven Khanjian presents His Eminence, the Primate of the 
Western Diocese, Archbishop Hovnan Derderian with a plaque 
memorializing the occasion. 


Dr. Nazareth Darakjian greets His Holiness Karekin II. 


ice between the two churches and to have one vision. “Together, 
we should work for the welfare of our country,” the Pontiff added, 
“pray for us to live and work in love and to build Armenia, Artsakh, 
and the Diaspora in order to face our future challenges together.” 

The evening concluded in a warm atmosphere of Christian 
brotherhood with the promise of continuing dialogue. 

In addition to our gracious hosts, Albert and Tove Boyajian, 
AMAA extends thanks to the evening’s Organizing Committee: 
Elizabeth Agbabian, Dr. Ani Darakjian, Sona Khanjian, Arsine 
Phillips, and Helga Sarkis. O 
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Armenia 


6™ Pan-Armenian Armenia-Diaspora 
y Conference In Yerevan 


The 6th Pan-Armenian Armenia-Diaspora Conference, initiated by the Armenian Diaspora Ministry, was held September 
18-20 at Karen Demirchyan Sports and Concerts Complex in Yerevan. The Conference named “Mutual Trust, Unity and 
Responsibility” brought together about 1,500 representatives of Armenian Diaspora organizations from more than 70 
countries word-wide. The event was attended by the Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan, Artsakh Republic President 
Bako Sahakyan, His Holiness Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin II, Catholicos of the Great House 
of Cilicia Aram I, clergy and spiritual leaders and high ranking officials. AMAA Executive Director/CEO along with other 
Armenian Evangelical clergy and leaders participated in the Conference and brought his message entitled "The Enigma 
of a Diaspora in a Crisis - Diaspora or Colony: What’s the Way Out?" Below is the English translation of the message. You 
may visit AMAA's YouTube channel to listen to the original message in Armenian on AMAA's website (amaa.org) YouTube 
channel - https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=WaAtz3slOR4 


The Enigma of a Diaspora in a Crisis 
Diaspora or Colony: What's the Way Out? 


n explanatory note: It’s my opinion that our 
post-Genocide Middle East colonies face the 
enigma of Diaspora or colony, while the post- 
independence European colonies which are 
candidates to become diasporas, are living that 


enigma. 

My presentation and conclusion are based on the current 
experience of the Syrian-Armenians. 

The forced or voluntary migrations of populations have 
played a continuous role in the course of human history and in 
the formation of nations, peoples and countries. 

As aresult of persecution or in the eternal search for valleys 
of “milk and honey,” human masses have been displaced from 
one end to the other of this planet called Earth. 

Still, wars as a byproduct of human brutality and other 
modern political, economic or religious persecutions are cause 
for the phenomenon of newer migrations. 

The Armenian people, too, throughout their millennial 
history, because of similar reasons subject to the incursions 
and inexorable coercion of mightier forces around them, 
uprooted from its ancestral home, were spread and dispersed 
in the various corners of the ancient world — the Near East, 
the Caucasus and other locations — where they had established 
colonies. (And thus, generally been lost. That’s why, in spite of 
our millennial existence, we have our current small numbers.) 

In the years 1915-1928, as a result of the first Genocide of 
the 20th century, begun by the Young Turks and continued by 
the march of Kemalist Turkey, the already familiar Armenian 
Diaspora (in Armenian, “Spiurk” — tr.) was created, beginning 


kA 


with the Arab countries neighboring our ancestral Fatherland 
and in time extending to the Americas and Australia. 

Spiurk is Diaspora in Greek meaning scattering or 
dispersion. This is the designation of the mass of peoples 
living outside their native lands, who, within this very 
important definition, continue to preserve and develop their 
own distinctive national personality. And that’s the difference 
between Diaspora and colony. 

A Diaspora is not an end in itself. For a Diaspora to 
endure, to maintain and develop its national character needs 
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that vigor and essence, which are its guarantee and imperative 
for its existence, and can exist only and solely with the close 
relationship it has with a wished for Fatherland. 

Colonies wane, wither away, grow pale and in time, become 
RIP. 

A Diaspora is a boil. Even in unfavorable circumstances, 
far from its roots, the language and culture, the song and music, 
writing and literature live and flourish there, though always 
striving for repatriation and aspiring a home-coming. 

Such was the Armenian Diaspora of the Arab region. Such 
were Syria and Lebanon, Egypt and Palestine, Iraq and Jordan. 
Beginning with the conclusion of the Second World War, the 
creation, expansion and existence of Israel started to undermine 
the political, economic and social tranquility and peace of 
newly independent Arab states under the rule of leaders 
inexperienced, sometimes ambitious and self-interested or 
subservient to foreigners. 

As a result of this situation, plus the vicious Lebanese 
Civil War, on top of the economic development of the newly 
sprouted powers in the Arabian Gulf due to the announcement 
of the discovery of oil, the Armenian Diaspora of the 
Middle East began to witness new expansive and regional 
disturbances and displacements. And by turn, the colonies 
in Egypt, Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq became 
depopulated of Armenians at different rates and due to the 
various aforementioned reasons. 

The last victim in dire condition and the focus of our 
thoughts presented here is Syria. 

To preserve a Diaspora, the energy of its development, 
strength and survival needs the following factors: 

- An unobstructed atmosphere in terms of national 
preservation — language, culture 

- Anunobstructed atmosphere in terms of religion and faith 
- An atmosphere and opportunity conducive for economic 
advancement 

- Astable political atmosphere 

- Security of life and property. 


The Syrian Armenian colony was generally in a state of 
enjoying the listed provisos, especially following the estab- 
lishment of the Assad regime in 1970. The Syrian Armenian 
colony was a deep-rooted, anchored, successful and vital one, 
endowed with a high-level national autonomy under religious 
patronage. 

The trust, sympathy, freedom and educational, economic 
and entrepreneurial opportunities extended to it were 
uncharacteristic in the Syrian homeland and by its rulers. 

For nearly five years, under the chimera called “The Arab 
Spring,” a monstrous conspiracy planned in dark caverns, on the 
internal front by the hands of evil murderers amply rewarded 
and mercenaries and ammunition smuggled from bordering 
countries, succeeded in undermining the 40 year-long enviable 
peace of the cradle of civilization, anchor of Arab nationalism, 
the Syrian soil. 


As a result of all this today the Syrian Armenian colony 
is radically undermined. The aforementioned factors for the 
survival of a Diaspora are unsafe. 

And still the “deluge of bombs”* has not ended nor is the 
expansive plan concerning the Middle East completed. 

It can be said the greatest post-Genocide national disaster 
threatening the existence of the Armenian Diaspora for five 
years has subsided, but the loss is incalculable. Salutations to 
the mass that stayed firm on the ramparts of the crisis and its 
heroic leadership. 

Collectively, we responded late to, and didn’t deal in, the 
necessary seriousness with the crisis of the Armenian Diaspora, 
the dismemberment of the Mother Colony of the Armenian 
Diaspora and the hopeless and disconsolate condition of the 
massive Syrian Armenian refugees. 

Yes, starting with the activities of the Syrian Armenian 
Relief Fund established in July of 2012 in Los Angeles, we were 
able to deliver an amount of nutrition barely enough to protract 
one’s existence to those under fire. With the affectionate aid 
of the Fatherland’s government we alleviated the pain of the 
disoriented refugees reaching there. However, we failed to 
see the big picture and gain the least benefit proffered by the 
disintegration of the colony, by directing their largest percentage 
to the Motherland, because there can be only one consolation 
and national gain in the face of all the evil emanating from 
the crisis of the Syrian-Armenians: their settlement in the 
Motherland and their enrichment of her by manpower, talent 
and capability. 

There is still an immense conspiracy amassed on the 
horizon of the Middle East. 

The Syrian Armenian Diaspora is in danger of turning 
into a colony. Today many of the children of that colony, loyal 
to their new Homeland, firmly and consciously will wish to 
continue living, eventually one day, in a birthplace capable of 
development, reconstruction and restoration. And we, respecting 
their wish and decision impelled by human and national duties, 
ought to assist their restoration. In the life of a people, though, 
two aimless deportations within a few generations should not 
be repeated and therefore it is incumbent to assemble on an 
authentic land, where the non-recurrence of catastrophe can 
more reasonably be secured. 

We should have learned our lesson. The next Armenian 
Diaspora in a crisis generally, and the Middle Eastern front 
especially, needs to be assembled on the land of a hospitable, 
caring and just Fatherland. 

This is my solution. 


Zaven Khanjian 
19 September, 2017 
Yerevan, RA 


Translated by Yervant Kotchounian 


* A reference to a phrase from a poem by Andranik Tzarukian, an 
Armenian poet and literary editor of the Diaspora — tr. 
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Toronto, ON, Canada May 19, 2018 
Beirut, Lebanon June 2-3, 2018 
Paris, France June 9-10, 2018 
All Armenian Evangelical Youth Conference in Armenia August 2-16, 2018 
Yerevan, Armenia September 28-30, 2018 


West Coast, USA October 20, 2018 


5 GaJAM SON ESSAY CONTEST 


OPEN TO HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS 


The James G. Jameson Essay Contest, sponsored by the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA), runs every 
academic year starting in October, and is financed from the income of a special fund established by Mr. and Mrs. James G. Jameson 
of Brookline, MA. 

AllArmenian and part-Armenian students attending North American schools are eligible. Only unpublished essays are accepted, 
which are written in English and have a length of 1000 to 2,000 words. 

The topics of the Contest are required to touch upon some aspect of Armenian heritage and experience, such as religion, history, 
culture, literature, language, art, architecture, geography, and economics. 

Essays arejudged onthe basis of merit in such criteria as content, style, logic and reasoning, coherence, and usage. 

Awards for the Contest are made in two categories: College/University contestants, and High School contestants. 

The deadline for entries is May 1, 2018. 

Entries and/or inquiries should be directed to: James G. Jameson Essay Contest, c/o of The Armenian Missionary Association of America, 
31 West Century Road, Paramus NJ 07652. 
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“Go into all the world and preach 
creation.” Mark 16:15 


As our Lord commanded, we are to go i 
to make disciples. Today, with so muc 
dislocation, there is opportunity to reach s 
the hope of our faith. We desire to make a 
in the lives of men and women in both Eur 
Eurasia. This is why the AMAA has committe 
of the Centennial Campaign to the endow 
for Europe and Eurasia. The AMAA will conti 
” Aniiehian Evandeaaeh neces to make an eternal difference through ministr 


Gouin? o meee Akhalkalak, Georgia outreach, discipleship, and support of our churches. 
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A Covenant 


<—<—Z | \Se Considerable numbers of Armenians have emigrated to Europe and Eurasia 
EE 100 BD from Armenia over the last several years. As a result, the need for coordination 
pany ene and mobilization between the Armenian Evangelical Fellowship of Europe (AEFE) 


and the Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches in Eurasia (UAECE) for pastoral 
support and church growth has increased. 
The AEFE, which was formed in May 1999, has churches in Belgium, Bulgaria, 
France, Turkey, Greece, Germany and a mission field in Holland. Rev. Gilbert Léonian, 
President of AEFE, maintains contact with these churches. Each of the churches call on 
him regularly for help and visits for even closer spiritual and fraternal support. 
More than ever prayers and moral and financial support is needed so that God may 
strengthen our mission in Europe and continue to make the proclamation of the Gospel to the 
Armenians of Europe bear fruit. 
The UAECE brings together the Armenian Evangelical churches and fellowships of the Former 
Soviet Union Republics. The Union consists of 2 churches and 5 fellowships in Russia, 1 church in 
Abkhazia and 5 churches and fellowships in Georgia. The Union aims at helping the churches grow 


IG N ASR ME NetA N M T’S°S=t-O=N-A-R_Y 


urope 


the Gospel to all 


to all the world 
turmoil and 

Oo many with 

difference 


and its pastors mature. It provides pastoral support to the ministers and 
young leaders; organizes pastoral visitations and outreach; helps in the 
implementation of Christian Education programs; and promotes fraternal 
relations between member churches, fellowships and their ministers. Rev. 
René Léonian, President of UAECE, visits these churches and fellowships 
on a regular basis. 

The Armenian Evangelical Church in Tbilisi, Georgia was originally 
established in the 1880s. Currently the weekly church activities are held in a 
dilapidated building which is quickly becoming insufficient to accommodate 
the growing Church. The Tbilisi Church urgently needs an appropriate 
building in order to reach its goals. The Church must not only be a spiritual 
center, but also a center that protects our Armenian identity and culture. 

Please help the AMAA leave a legacy of hope in these regions by 
supporting the Centennial Campaign and contributing to the Europe and 
Eurasia Endowment Fund. 
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The 54th Annual Banquet of the United Armenian Congregational Church of Los Angeles, 


Lo 


CA was held on September 30, 2017. The Keynote Speaker was Dr. Mary A. Papazian, 
President of San José University. In her wonderful message, Dr. Papazian shared vital 


Statistics on the status of life in current Armenia and emphasized the importance of 
enhancing the education of the population — thus insuring a brighter future. We are 
happy to share her message in this issue of AMAA News. 


am proud to speak to you on the occasion of your annual 
Banquet, when you celebrate another year in the life of the 
church and prepare for the year to come. You have chosen 
a beautiful theme for this evening, “God’s immeasurable 
power brings joy.” And we come together in joy and thanksgiving 
for each other and the wonderful blessings that have been bestowed 
upon us. This theme is based on Ephesians 3:20-21. Since it has 
been years since I studied Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, and since 
I don’t know biblical Greek, the original language, nor the Koine 
Alexanderine Greek, the language of the magisterial Septuagint, 
the classical Greek translation of the Old Testament Pentateuch, I 
decided to look up the text in several English translations. 

First and foremost, I was reminded that this letter of St. Paul 
was, as others, directed to odars, or outsiders, people who were not 
included in God’s original contract with the Hebrews. The original 
contract specified that if the Jews kept their part of the agreement 
to follow God’s commandments and keep His laws, then it would 
be through them that the nations of the earth would be blessed. Of 
course, as we know, while many Jews made a heroic effort to keep 
the laws, they failed to become righteous. Fundamentally, laws 
tell you what not to do, while righteousness depends on proper 
thinking and proper action. 

It was through Jesus that God brought the new dispensation, 
the new covenant, which we understand as righteousness through 
faith. Paul understood that. He came to realize that God intended 
that his mission—that is, St. Paul’s mission—was to go beyond the 
Hebrews and preach that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah, the Sav- 
ior of all who believed in him. No longer was there to be Jew and 
Gentile, insider and outsider, native and odar. Rather, there was to 
be one holy people redeemed by the blood of the heavenly lamb. 

Of course, believing does not simply mean that you recognize 
that there was a man named Jesus around 2,000 years ago who 
preached a new covenant. Many pagans can do that. Believing 
means truly to embrace what Jesus taught and to participate, 
through faith, in His mission of salvation. Indeed, the message 
that St. Paul brings is that somehow God has chosen him to be 
an instrument to bring the non-Jews in under a new contract, or 
covenant, a contract for everybody. Those who accept God’s new 
contract, whether Hebrew or odar, Paul avers, will find God’s 
spirit working within them in a most powerful way. Not because 
God takes over our free will, but because God brings new power to 
our hearts, which, among other things, gives us an inestimable joy. 

But we should never forget that we are a people under a 
covenant, under a contract, under an agreement with God, that 
through us must the nations of the earth be blessed. In other words, 
we cannot be smug in our personal salvation, although we receive 
salvation through faith. Instead, we have an obligation to bring 


blessings to the nations of the 
earth. Perhaps obligation is 
not the correct word, as our 
mission should be a natural 
effervescence of our faith. 

What might this mean for 
us as Armenians in this time 
and place? We Armenians 
are relatively few in number, 
although as Moses Khorenatsi 
said, we have accomplished 
much worthy to beremembered. 

For one thing, we have 
been steadfast in our faith. Few 
people have produced as many 
martyrs as we have. Moreover, 
we generally are a good family people, maintaining the highest 
standards of personal dignity and public service. We also have 
been a generous people, helping others whenever we can. In this 
way, we generally have followed the biblical injunction, “Let your 
light so shine before men that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 

Of course, each of us is called to contribute according to our 
talents. Some are called to set up a festive dinner, such as this 
one, to bring our people together, to renew our commitment, and 
to inspire both faith and action. Some are called to teach Sunday 
school, or to be active leading our youth, or contributing to those 
around us who are in need. Others are called to engage in healing 
and medical care. In my case, I am an educator, a university 
president, and I am called to use my talents to educate young people 
so that they may fulfill their aspirations, enrich their communities, 
and become contributing members of our larger society. 

Now, I could spend the rest of my time this evening talking 
about my university, San José State University—the oldest public 
university in California, one that has provided opportunity for 
so many to achieve the American dream over its 160 years, and 
one that continues to supply the workforce to the Silicon Valley 
(indeed, San José State prepares more employees for Silicon 
Valley companies than any other university) in areas as diverse as 
engineering, business and accounting, public affairs, journalism, 
teaching, the fine and performing arts, and health care. But I will 
leave that talk for another day. Tonight, I want to share my thoughts 
as to how we as Armenians, members of the global Armenian 
Diaspora, might use our many talents to support the Republic of 
Armenia, the only Homeland we have left. 

I know that many here tonight have given much of their time, 
service, and resources in support of our emerging Homeland. And 
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for that we are all grateful. The challenge is an important one, 
made all the more urgent by the slow depopulation of the Republic 
of Armenia and the tragic disappearance of our presence in our 
ancient Homeland, in Anatolia or Western Armenia. When Dennis 
and I lived in the New York/New Jersey area, we became involved 
in the annual Times Square Armenian Genocide Commemoration 
(I served as MC for about seven years and Dennis as advisor 
for multiple years;) and our involvement culminated in the 
extraordinary Centennial commemoration in 2015, shortly before 
we moved back to California. 

For reasons I cannot entirely explain, I was determined to 
travel to historic Armenia ahead of the Centennial, a profound and 
symbolic journey that we took with our family, as well as with my 
brothers Michael and Paul, and a small group of friends in August 
2014. I know that some of you have taken a similar pilgrimage. 
This journey took us along a route very similar to that Dawn 
MacKeen described to you at last year’s Banquet: to Istanbul; and 
then Cappadocia and Kayserie, where we visited our beautiful 
church in decay and saw the active destruction of the Armenian 
houses across the street; (it had been 20 years since Dennis’s first 
trip to historic Armenia, and he noticed the difference: more and 
more of the Armenian neighborhoods had been torn down and 
destroyed). Then we drove south through the Cilician gates to 
Tarsus, where my paternal grandfather, an Armenian Genocide 
survivor, had attended high school at Tarsus College, to Adana, 
and to Sis (now Kozan), where we climbed up to the ancient castle 
my grandfather had climbed as a boy to see the incredible vistas on 
both sides and saw the remnants of the destruction of the Armenian 
Catholicosate (only a wall now survives) and reassured an older 
Turkish couple who claimed they had a deed and were afraid we 
had come to take their homes—or reclaim ours. 

Our journey then took us along the southeastern Turkish 
border north of Syria and Iraq, to Aintab (an elegant, dynamic, 
modern city, and the one to which I would move!), Urfa, crossing 
the Euphrates and the river that ran red because of the high cliffs 
from which Armenian women and their children had jumped or 
were pushed to their deaths a century ago; to Diarbekir where we 
had a memorable “tea” inside the walls of the Old City with the 
former mayor of the Old City, Abdullah Demirbas, a Kurd who 
has dedicated his life, and suffered prison, to repaying Armenians 
for the role his ancestors had played in the Armenian Genocide. 
He was the spirit behind the rebuilding of the Armenian church 
in Diarbekir (now once more destroyed) and the rebirth of the 
Armenian community there. 

Our next stop was Bitlis, where we visited the ruins of the 
19th century Armenian protestant church above the city, a church 
in ruins that looked like it was hundreds of years old, yet had been 
a fully functioning relatively new church a little over a 100 years 
ago. It was then that what we lost became so poignantly real. 
From the vast vistas of the Anatolian plateau, surrounded by its 
purple mountains, with miles of pistachio orchards and farms; to 
Van, and Kars, and Ani, with its ancient Cathedrals and churches, 
restored but neglected at the same time, from which you could 
see the modern Republic of Armenia, so close but yet so far! The 
two worlds seemed as if they would never be rejoined. It was a 
beautiful and forlorn land, now inhabited by Kurdish peasants, and 
it became clear to us that we Armenians were fast disappearing 
and would never truly inhabit our ancient land again. 


And so, what is left? The newly independent Republic of 
Armenia. Historic Armenia, the land of our forefathers, where 
the food and the culture and the language remind us of home, is 
disappearing. Western Armenian is now on the list of nearly extinct 
languages. And so, while we continue to work toward Genocide 
recognition and true representation of our history, we also must 
embrace the reality that the very survival of the Armenian people 
rests on the success of the current Republic of Armenia. We can— 
and must—continue to build strong institutions in the Diaspora, as 
we have here in California and New York, and Massachusetts, as 
well as in countries like France and Argentina, Australia and Great 
Britain. But with the loss of Beirut as a center of learning (though 
the community still thrives), the challenges facing Jerusalem, 
Syria, and Iran, the Armenian Diaspora cannot live without an 
anchor, without a center. We cannot survive only through the 
recognition of a traumatic national tragedy more than a hundred 
years ago. 

But can the Republic of Armenia play that role? Is it healthy 
and thriving? The answer, as I think we all know, is sobering. Ina 
recent talk, scholar Hratch Tchilingarian asked the important and 
relevant question: “C[an] Armenians remain a global nation with a 
broken homeland? A homeland plagued with poverty, corruption, 
and depopulation.”' This is a provocative question, but it is the 
conversation we need to be having. Historic Armenia exists in 
our memories, histories, and artifacts. But sadly, lamentably, it is 
not where our future lies—I say this with sadness because this is 
through no fault of our own (Genocide) nor because we wouldn’t 
love to transport ourselves into a world where life developed 
unbroken on the beautiful land we had inhabited for centuries. But 
this is wistful, even wishful thinking, as every one of us who has 
travelled to historic Armenia has experienced with our own eyes. 

What we have now as ours is only the Republic of Armenia 
and our Armenian Diaspora. And we need both in equal 
measures to ensure our survival as a people. Fortunately, we have 
established strong communities throughout the world. Our UACC 
community represents one such strong community. And many here 
have dedicated countless hours and resources to strengthening the 
health and wellbeing of Armenia, starting in particular with the 
tragedy of the earthquake in 1988. I don’t mean to be so serious 
on such a joyous evening, but we must be honest with ourselves 
if we are to make a difference and recognize that “preserving a 
nation is not the same as preserving a community,” just as St. Paul 
was honest with his listeners when he spoke of the new covenant. 

So how is Armenia today doing economically? What is its 
outlook for future success? The numbers are disturbing. We should 
not be fooled by the vibrancy and dynamism of Yerevan in the 
spring and fall, when most of us go to visit. Lively cafes and jazz 
clubs, all of which we enjoy on our visits, mask crushing poverty 
and income inequality that has led to the ongoing depopulation of 
Armenia. According to the official figures provided by the State 
Statistical Services, “twenty-seven years after the earthquake in 
northern Armenia, some 3,000 Armenians still live in temporary 
shelters. More worrying, one third of Armenia’s population 
is poor. There are 900,000 poor people in Armenia,....[and], 
perhaps most distressing, poverty did not diminish but actually 
increased 2.3 percent between 2008 and 2015.” If nothing 
changes, the demographic prospects for Armenia are not good: 
“According to United Nations projections, in 2050 [only 27 years 
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from now] Armenia’s population will go down to 2.7 million and 
in 2100 down to about 1.8 million.”? As its population diminishes, 
Armenia’s economic and civic future will also be in peril. And, by 
extension, so will be in peril the survival of the global Armenian 
nation. 

As an educator, I find hope and comfort in Tchilingarian’s 
reminder that “throughout our history, education, the school, 
[together with the church], has been one of the most significant 
institutions in our national life. Education, (‘love of wisdom’) 
is part of our national fabric: from the Sth century Golden Age 
to medieval Armenian monastic ‘universities’ (like Tatev and 
Haghpat) to the establishment of schools [and universities, such 
as Yerevan State University and the Armenian State Pedagogical 
University] as priority for survival after the Genocide,” to the 
establishment more recently of the American University of 
Armenia after independence, and so on. 

Education also is critical to building a national identity and a 
thriving economy, so necessary to creating the strong, functional, 
and healthy state needed to disrupt the current troubling trends 
I referenced earlier. In this spirit, | want to focus the remainder 
of my remarks on the importance of developing meaningful 
partnerships with Armenia and about our need to invest our efforts 
in ensuring that the Republic of Armenia creates an economy that 
will be the envy of the region and ensure that the current brain 
drain of talented young people is staunched. 

We all havea role to play: many here in the VACC community 
have been contributing for many years, and we are all grateful to 
you. Indeed, throughout the Armenian Diaspora community, we 
have built on the foundation of work following the earthquake— 
in healthcare, housing, infrastructure, technology and education— 
and have invested in Armenia seeking to help it emerge from the 
challenges left over from the former Soviet Union. 

But our work has only begun. Not only do we need to 
continue to help Armenia develop transparent democratic political 
leadership, but also a strong civic life and a strong economic 
future. We now need investments to support the immigration of 
over 25,000 Armenians from Syria, and especially Aleppo. The 
several Diasporan conferences have provided opportunities to 
create partnerships, as we seek to support efforts to move Armenia 
from the corrupt practices it inherited; work to establish and 
support educational partnerships; and ensure the sharing of talent 
and opportunity. 

Armenia, as we all know, has much to offer, but it also faces 
many geopolitical challenges, with the dual threat of the Turkish 
blockade and the unresolved conflict over Nagorno-Karabagh. 
While Armenia has been slow to establish itself as a technological 
and financial center for the region, with its valuable human 
resources, that is a natural next step. Armenia’s success in three 
recent noteworthy international competitions demonstrates the 
available talent. We should be especially proud that an Armenian 
team won first place in a global competition sponsored by Facebook 
to develop a promising app; an Armenian team of teenagers from 
the Toumo Center in Yerevan won second place in an international 
robotics competition held in Washington, DC this past summer, 
and just a month ago, an Armenian team of high school girls from 
a village (Karp) in the Lori region was one of 12 teams worldwide 
to be invited to participate in the Technovation challenge in Silicon 
Valley and won the People’s Choice Award. Let’s recognize these 


successes with a round of applause! These competitions are 
noteworthy, as Armenian young people performed at the highest 
levels globally. The talent is there. The question for us is how 
will we help Armenia thrive so these young people have a chance 
to build the country they and we need? 

Each of us can make a difference in the arenas we know best. 
For me, that is in higher education. In Armenia, there is a younger 
generation that has grown up entirely since independence 26 
years ago. We need to partner with Armenian higher educational 
institutions (AUA, the Armenian State Pedagogical University, 
Yerevan State University, the Polytechnic University, among 
others) to develop expertise and capacity in key areas: technology, 
health sciences and nursing, public health, engineering, finances 
and accounting, political science, women’s studies, education, and 
many more. The value of supporting the Pedagogical University 
(and newly emerging programs such as Teach for Armenia) is that 
it serves Armenians throughout the country, and especially in the 
provinces. ..educating teachers, health providers, and planners. 

I began developing educational partnerships with Armenian 
institutions while I was president of Southern Connecticut State 
University in New Haven. Now that I have returned to California, 
to communities like this with deep faith, commitment to service, 
and strong relationships with Armenia, my hope is that San José 
State University can become a center for the development of 
Armenian partnerships in areas appropriate to the development 
of the Armenian economy and human resources infrastructure, 
building on the good work already being done. It will take 
resources, expertise and knowledge to ensure that we build 
capacity in Armenia. 

I anticipate that we probably are two generations away from a 
sustainable Armenia, but we should recognize that we are working 
against the trends of time. It will take all of us working together to 
ensure we don’t lose our way in the meantime. 

Let me close where I began, with our theme for tonight’s 
Banquet: “God’s immeasurable power brings joy.” Just as Paul 
understood centuries ago that it was through Jesus that God brought 
the new dispensation to all, the new covenant, so we remain 
steadfast in our belief that our life is best lived by “righteousness 
through faith,” God’s greatest gift to us. And with our strong faith, 
we are assured that we join the community of believers, Armenian 
and non-Armenian, as one holy people redeemed by the blood of 
the heavenly lamb. And in a community of believers, working 
together to a common purpose, we find true joy. I look forward 
to the work we will do together in the years to come in support of 
our common purpose, the strengthening of our Armenian Republic 
and our diasporan Armenian communities as two integrated, 
mutually dependent, and mutually supportive expressions of our 
ancient Armenian spirit. 

Thank you. O 


1 Tchilingarian, Hratch, “Could Armenians Remain a Global 
Nation with a Broken Homeland?” EVN Report, September 
16, 2017  [https://www.evenreport.com/raw-unfiltered/could- 
armenians-remain-a-global-nation-with-a-broken-homeland] 


2 Referenced in Tchlinigarian, “Could Armenians Remain a 
Global Nation with a Broken Homeland?” 
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Artsakh 


Artsakh President Awards 
.'Medal of Gratitude’ to the AMAA 


n September 19, Artsakh Republic President Bako 
Sahakyan met with a delegation of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America led by Zaven Khanjian, 
Executive Director/CEO of the Association, at the 
Artsakh Republic’s Permanent Representation Headquarters in 
Yerevan, Armenia. 

At the meeting a number of issues related to the implementation 
of various projects in Artsakh were discussed. 

For the services provided to the Republic of Artsakh and on 
the occasion of the 100" Anniversary of the Association, President 
Sahakyan handed Mr. Khanjian the Medal of Gratitude for the Asso- 
ciation, expressing hope that the cooperation between the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America and Artsakh will maintain its 
positive dynamics. 

AMAA Board of Directors President, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian 
stated: “That is great news that should make all Armenian Evan- 
gelicals proud! Artsakh is the fruit of great sacrifice contributed by 
Armenians all around the world and we are happy that the AMAA 
has shared in that sacrifice and deserved this honor today.” 

AMAA Executive Director/CEO, Zaven Khanjian remarked: 
“The gracious recognition expressed by the heroic people of Artsakh 
through a Medal of Gratitude presented to the Armenian Mission-  Sahakyan humbles us and forges our collective resolve to continue 
ary Association of America on its Centennial by President Bako our Christ centered decades long service in the Artsakh Republic.” Q 


ee ee — << 
First row L to R: Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian, Christina Simonyan, Arsen Manasyan, Lucine Ohanyan, Garo Kebabjian, Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian, Rev. René Léonian. Second row L to R: Rev. Gilbert Leonian, Armen Stepanyan, Houri Melkonian, Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian, 
Rev. Berdj Jambazian, Sona Khanjian, Zaven Khanjian, Artsakh Republic President Bako Sahakyan, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, Hovel 
Shnorkohian, Harout Nercessian, Karlen Avedisian. 
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AMAA Helps Care For Families of Martyred Soldiers 


nApril 1, 2016, Azerbaijan unleashed a heinous assault 


on the Artsakh-Azerbaijan border using a vast array of 


military destructive machinery. As always, our brave 
soldiers and volunteers fiercely defended the front fend- 
ing the enemy away, proving once again that the Armenian spirit 


is difficult to overcome and as a nation we are ready to protect our 


Homeland, homes and children, women and the elderly. However, 
the price paid was quite high with more than 90 martyrs. 

The Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) 
highly commended the heroism of our soldiers and in collabora- 


Armenia embarked in the 
partial and in some cases 
the total renovation of the 
homes of the families of 19 
martyred soldiers in the re- 
gions of Aragatsotn, Syunik, 
Gegharkunik, Tavush and 
Lori as well as in Yerevan. 
Roofs, doors, windows and 


tion with the Ministry of 
Defense of the Republic of 


ing systems were installed and construction materials were provided 
for auxiliary structures, such as barns and hen-houses. 

By caring for the families of the martyred soldiers, the AMAA 
reveres the devotion and honors the sacrifice for a Homeland we 
have all dreamt about. 

“Our outreach to the families of the Artsakh martyrs is the core 
of our Christian ministry and national duty,” said Zaven Khanjian, 
Executive Director/CEO of the AMAA. “The nation is ever in- 


debted to those who sacrifice their lives to secure the freedom and 
independence of the Homeland.” UO) 


toilets were replaced, tiling 
work was carried out, heat- 


AMAA Executive Director/CEO Attends 
Fourth Annual "In Defense of Christians" 
Summit in Washington, DC 


he Fourth Annual In Defense of Christians (IDC) Summit was held in 
Washington, DC October 24-26, where once again, advocates from 
across the country gathered to protect and preserve Christians and 
religious minorities in the Middle East. Among Armenian Church lead- 
ers attending the Summit were Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO, 
and Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Minister to the Armenian Evangelical Union of North 
America. Other participants were Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Eastern US, and Aram Hamparian, ANCA Executive 
Director, who addressed the conference in a policy driven panel discussion titled 
“Who are America’s Allies and Enemies in the Middle East?” taking a hard look at 
Turkey and calling for accountability in its ongoing denial of the Armenian Genocide. 
The Summit focused on several issues, including support of H.Res.220, a 
bipartisan measure that seeks to apply the lessons of the Armenian Genocide in preventing new atrocities across the Middle East, efforts to 
advance security and stability in Lebanon, emergency relief for victims of genocide in Iraq and Syria, supporting allies and accountability in 
the Middle East, and legal punishment for the perpetrators of genocide. 

An Ecumenical Prayer Service for Christians in the Middle East took place at Saint Matthew's Cathedral where religious leaders prayed 
for persecuted Christians in the Middle East and for peace around the world. 

The highlight of the IDC Summit took place at the Solidarity Dinner where the attendees listened to Vice President of the United States 
Mike Pence’s Keynote Address where he announced that the United States would provide support directly to persecuted communities through 
USAID. The Vice President stated that “In the mountains of Syria, the valleys of Lebanon, on the plains of Nineveh, the plateaus of Armenia, on 
the banks of the Tigris and Euphrates, the delta of the Nile, the fathers and mothers of our faith planted seeds of belief. They've blossomed and 
borne fruit ever since. But now that garden of faith, generations in the making, is under threat. It’s under threat of persecution and mistreatment. 
Many of the Christian communities that first embraced the message of Christ are today the targets of unspeakable acts of violence and atrocities.” 

The AMAA welcomes this U.S. policy shift toward direct assistance to persecuted Christians. O) 


Lto R: Suren Hamparian, Archbishop Oshagan 
Choloyan, Rev. Berdj Diambazian and Zaven Khanijian. 
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he Reverend Aram Hadidian was born in Aintab, Turkey 

in 1896. During the Armenian Genocide, he miraculously 

escaped capture by the Turks raiding his home by hiding 

in acloset. In gratitude to God for having saved him, the 
young Aram vowed to pledge his life to the Lord. In 1926, having 
graduated from the Theological Seminary in Athens, Greece, he 
moved to Aleppo, Syria to serve as Assistant Pastor of the Bethel 
Armenian Evangelical Church. 

At the time, Aleppo served as a refuge for thousands of 
Armenians fleeing the massacres, who endured numerous hardships 
such as disease, malnutrition and poverty. A sense of hopelessness 
and despondency prevailed. Amid this chaos and tragedy, Rev. 
Hadidian emerged on the scene as an educated, communicative and 
appealing young gentleman, commencing his pastoral ministry as 
the assistant to Rev. Garabed Ketenjian at the Bethel Church. As a 
leader with great administrative skills, he succeeded - with limited 
resources - in organizing all the activities of the Bethel Church and 
School, with an emphasis on Christian education for the youth. He 
was responsible for inspiring many young men to enter the ministry. 

In 1930, Rev. Hadidian married Gaida (Ovsanna) Hasserjian, 
a bright school teacher; and two years later the couple moved to 
Bitias (Mussa Dagh), Syria, where he assumed the pastorate of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church. Rev. and Mrs. Hadidian were blessed 
with three children -John, Henry and Laura. 

Throughout his life, Rev. Hadidian pursued his dream of living 


in and revitalizing impoverished neighborhoods; —_ 


he was known as the “Shinarar Badveli.” In 1939, 
when the province of Iskandarun was annexed to 
Turkey, Rev. Hadidian, having declined an invita- 
tion from the Armenian Evangelical Church in 
Boston, accompanied his people to Anjar, Leba- 
non, where he continued his pastoral ministry 
until 1947. During this time, he initiated and com- 
pleted the construction of the Armenian Church 
and School. He was instrumental in prayerfully 
convincing Sister Hedwig and the German/Swiss 
Hilfsbund Missionary Foundation to expand the 
School with additional classrooms and financially 
supporting the operation of the School. 

The “Nor Marash” Church in Beirut was 
the last congregation he served, from 1947 until 
his retirement in 1965. During this time, he expanded 
the capacity of the Church School to include more grades through 
the end of high school. As an ardent advocate of education, he per- 
suaded parents from poor neighborhoods to send their children to 
school, while always trying his best to provide them with financial 


Rev. Aram Hadidian 


ARAM HADIDIA 


Rev. Aram Hadidian with his five sisters. 


assistance. After his retirement, Rev. Hadidian continued to serve 
as Pastor at large and President of the Armenian Evangelical Com- 
munity Council in Lebanon. In 1975, Rev. and Mrs. Hadidian moved 
to the United States to join their children. Rev. Hadidian died on 
March 19, 1981, in Munster, IN. 

Rev. Hadidian embodied the essence of a true gentleman. He 
was refined, humble, selfless, considerate and truly dedicated to his 
work. His gentle and sanguine personality allowed 
him to maintain an even temperament in the most 
adverse situations. He was extremely generous and 
lived a life of service to others, always stating that it 
was better to give than to receive. 

During Rev. Hadidian’s tenure in Anjar, Lebanon 
in the 1940s, the French government bequeathed to 
him and to each refugee family a one-room house 
and plots of land. In 2015, Rev. Hadidian’s children 
donated the properties to the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America, and to the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church and School in Anjar, in accordance 
with what they believed to be their father’s wish. 

The Armenian Missionary Association and the 
Armenian Evangelical School of Anjar, along with 
thousands of Armenian students from Anjar and 

boarding students from around the world, are grateful for the 
Christian and educational leadership provided by Rev. Hadidian and 
his family. We praise God for his leadership and thank the Hadidian 
family for carrying out the wishes of their parents and making this 
generous donation. O) 
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Armenian Diaspora Research Center (ADRC) officially 
launched, it has organized five conferences: 

e May 15-17, 2013: Armenian Trans-Nationalism and the 
Modern Age of Communications (17 scholars participated) 

e May 14-16, 2014: Armenians of Lebanon (ID) (18 scholars 
participated) 

e May 24-27, 2015: Armenians of Syria (28 scholars 
participated) 

e May 22-24, 2016: Armenians of Jordan (21 papers were 
presented) 

e May 29-31, 2017: Armenians of Iraq (34 papers were 
presented) 

The Center has scheduled a conference in May 2018 on 
Armenians of Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia. Two more conferences are 
planned for 2019 and 2020 - the Armenians of Cyprus and Greece, 
and Armenians of the Arab Gulf Area (Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, UAE). 

The importance of such an endeavor is underlined by the 
dwindling numbers of Armenians in most of these states. The loss 
of the Armenian community may mean the loss of materials and 
sources to highlight their socio-political, cultural and economic input 
to the development of these countries. Besides, very little scientific 
research has been conducted about the Middle East Armenians, 
contrary to the abundance of non-scientific articles/coverages/stories 
written about them. Accordingly, these conferences update and bring 
to the current stage aspects of the history of the given community. 

ADRC has organized four other conferences over the years in 
collaboration with different academic centers: 

e September 5-7, 2011: Armenia-Diaspora Relations: 
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow 

e = March 13-14, 2013: Armenian Identity Issues in the 21* 
Century 

e October 17-19, 2013: Armenian Identity Issues in the 21* 
Century 

e January 31, 2015: Armenian Genocide Centennial: 
Addressing the Implications 

On April 28, 2017 the Center organized a seminar “Armenian 
Women from Role Player to Empowerment” at Haigazian University. 

ADRC has digitalized - Yeridasart Hay Magazine (completely), 
Ararad newspaper (40 years of Ararad), Zartonk (50 years of 
Zartonk), Vorpashkahrhi Asdghe (completely), Razmig (completely), 
Pakin (15 years), Haigazian Armenological Review (completely). 

The Center collaborates with the National Library of Armenia 
in providing the Library with the digitalized materials, which are 
posted on the Library website. 

The Center digitalized over 80,000 documents preserved 
in the AGBU Cairo Center. These included documents on the 
Armenian communities of the Middle and Far East until the 
late 1950s. 


S ince January 25, 2012, when the Haigazian University 


Haigazian University 
Armenian Diaspora Research Center 


International Conference on "Armenians of Lebanon." 


To date the Center has published four books - Armenian 
Transnationalism and the Global Age of Communications (2014), 
Armenian Genocide: from Recognition to Retribution (2015), 
Armenians of Lebanon (II) (2017). 

Booklets were published prior to each Conference. These 
booklets included the Conference program, the biographies of the 
panelists and the summary of each paper. 

In 2016, in collaboration with the Armenian Studies Students 
Society of Haigazian University, ADRC published stories of 101 
Genocide survivors in a book, titled Im Endanikis Badmutyune, 
told by the survivors’ grandchildren who were students at different 
Lebanese Armenian schools. 

ADRC is working toward getting permission for the publication 
of many PhD theses, relevant to the Middle East Armenians. The 
list includes Nikolai Schahgeldian’s and Peter Greenshields’ Ph.D. 
theses. The Center is keen on publishing MA theses (or sections) 
particularly surveys and statistics pertaining to the Middle East 
Armenian communities. These will be published by the HU ADRC 
as part of the project of disseminating academic knowledge (and 
data) on Lebanese Armenians. 

Support to Researchers and Training Young Students - More 
and more researchers are getting in contact with ADRC asking for 
academic advice, guidance, views, insights and source materials 
related to their research areas and topics. 

Oral history - ADRC has conducted over 100 extended 
interviews with members of the older generation. These interviews 
include the diverse aspects of the interviewee’s life (social, 
educational, economic, human interaction, organizational and 
institutional details, lifestyle, demography, etc.). 

ADRC has been proactive in interviewing renowned indi- 
viduals from the older generation who contributed to Lebanese 
development and growth (like Serop Kizirian, Tsolag Tutelian, 
Shahin family, Seta Tuysuzian, Dr. Nina Djidedjian, and Dr. Sylvie 
Adjemian). ADRC conducted over 20 interviews with residents 
of Anjar who had attended the Armenian Evangelical Boarding 
School of Anjar, supervised by Sister Hedwig. Over 20 interviews 
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L to R: Dr. Razmig Panossian, Archbishop Avak Asadourian, Rev. 
Dr. Paul Haidostian, Dr. Antranig Dakessian at the International 
Conference on "Armenians of Iraq." 


have been conducted with diverse older generation Lebanese 
Armenian goldsmiths. 

Cooperation and Collaboration with other Institutes/ 
Centers - ADRC has had good relations with several academic 
and research centers in Armenia. These include the Diaspora 
Department of Yerevan State University, the Oriental, History and 
Ethnography/Sociology Institutes of the Academy of Sciences of 
the Republic of Armenia, Noravank Research Center, the National 
Library of Armenia, the National Archive Center of Armenia, 
the Ararat-Eskijian Museum in Mission Hills, CA, the Armenian 
Center of Cairo University, the Université St. Esprit De Kaslik 
and St. Joseph University (Lebanon), the Japan Center for Middle 
Eastern Studies (Beirut), the German Orient Institute in Beirut, and 
“Hushamadyan” website. 

ADRC has strengthened relations with individual researchers 
both in the Republic of Armenia and the Diaspora, as well as with 
non-Armenian researchers and scholars both in Lebanon and abroad. 
ADRC established communication lines and broadened the contacts 
between Lebanese Arab scholars and the ADRC. 

It is likely that the Istanbul-based Hrant Dink Foundation will 
establish an Armenian Studies Center. There may develop a serious 
expectation that a strong cooperation may grow which promotes 
Armenian Studies in the Middle East. 

Future Plans - ADRC is trying to get access to the Lebanese 
National Archives, where we believe we may come across the 


complete issues of Lipanan newspaper, which the Center intends 
to digitalize. Plans are under way to develop a website of all the 
Lebanese Armenian webpages for researchers to look at. 

There are also plans for an annual youth seminar, where 
young humanities students will meet and discuss their research 
projects, listen to the views of relevant professors, discuss issues of 
participating in conferences and options on furthering their academic 
education, and establishing a network. Potential participants will 
come from Beirut, Egypt, Armenia, and the USA. 

Success Story - ADRC has been instrumental toward supporting 
the publication of four books authored by two Anjar teachers - Minas 
Tedjirian (autobiography of an Islamized Armenian) and story books 
by Mersrob Kendirdjian. 

The conference on Armenians of Jordan has encouraged 
one of the participants, Kevork Missirlian, to develop his paper 
and publish it as a book, entitled “The Armenians of Irbid and 
Northern Jordan.” 

Public Events and Community Service — In addition to the 
conferences, the ADRC is keen on organizing public events to 
incorporate the public at large and trigger its interest. Having said 
that, one should note that the conferences are open to the public 
provided those willing to attend should register beforehand. 

During the conferences, evening lectures are organized for the 
public. Sometimes these lectures include books, crafts, musical 
discs and photo exhibitions. 

Some Critical Points - The location and status of Haigazian 
University as an unbiased, apolitical, academic center has made 
the University the Mecca of Middle East Armenian scholars and 
researchers. 

ADRC is at a stage where, backed with its five-year legacy, its 
calculated and strategized steps pay more than they used to some 
three years ago. For instance, the conference on Egypt-Sudan and 
Ethiopia has so many objectives that: a) it will be conducted in two 
separate places (Cairo and Haigazian University), b) it will pool 
Egyptian Armenian scholars of younger generation too, c) will lead 
to a youth seminar, and d) involve local Egyptian Arab scholars, 
e) will influence two separate communities - the Lebanese and the 
Egyptian Armenians. 

Conclusion - ADRC has already achieved much, and it is on the 
productive track. ADRC is full of vigor in materializing the vision 
of the founders, particularly when they see the moral support and 
encouragement of all Armenians. 


Participants at the International Conference on "Armenians of Iraq." 
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AMAA Sundays 


AMAA SUNDAYS IN AEUNA CHURCHES 


uring the months of September, October and November 
AMAA’s Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian, 
West Coast Executive Director Levon Filian, Pastor to 
Pastors in Armenia Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian, Director 
of Finance David Aynejian and AMAA Representative in Armenia 
Harout Nercessian visited a number of churches within the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Union of North America (AEUNA) to celebrate 

AMAA Sunday. 
Mr. Khanjian visited the First Armenian Church of Belmont, 
MA on Sunday October 1. Mr. Filian visited the Outreach for 
Armenians Church in Glendale, CA on October 8, the Immanuel 
Armenian Congregational Church of Downey, CA on October 15, 
the Armenian Church of the Nazarene on October 29, Armenian 
Christian Fellowship of Costa Mesa, CA on November 5, and St. 
Nareg Church in Whittier, CA on November 19. Rev. Melkonian 
visited the Armenian Congregational Church of Soutfield, MI on 
November 5 and the Ararat Evangelical Church of Utah on No- 
vember 19. Mr. Aynejian visited the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Rhode Island on September 24, Armenian Memorial Church of 
Watertown, MA on October 29, Armenian Congregational Church 
of the Martyrs in Worcester, MA on November 5 and the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of NY on November 12. Mr. Nercessian visited 
: the Armenian Evangelical Church of Cambridge, ON, Canada on 

a October 15. 

: During their AMAA Sunday visits they preached from the pulpit 
thet Word of God, made presentations on the AMAA’s Mission and 
Programs, updated the congregations on the Mission and Outreach 
‘am of the AMAA in 24 countries around the world and an- 
stions about AMAA’s programs and plans for the future. 


hurches for their ongoing support and encouragement for 
ion and Outreach of the AMAA. O 


Armenian Evangelical Church of Cranston, RI. Front row L to R: 
David Aynejian, Rev. Dr. Ara Heghinian (Minister of the Church), 
Robert Messerlian, Rev. Hagop Manjelikian, Carlos Taraktzian. 
Back row L to R: Nancy Taraktzian, Gail Bilezerian and Gloria 
Messerlian. 


Some of the members of the Armenian Evangelical Churchof  =—S 


Cambridge, Ontario, Canada. ~~ 
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Armenian Church of the Martyrs in Worcester, MA. L to R: Rev. 
David Melvin (Minister of the Church), Stephen Papazian and 
David Aynejian. 


David Aynejian and Rev. Haig | 
Evangelical Church of New | 


News Briefs 


AMAA’s Boston Area Orphan and Child Care Committee 
Celebrates 26" Annual In the Spirit of Giving Gala 


Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) 
celebrated its 26" annual In the Spirit of Giving Gala on 
September 28 at the Wellesley Country Club, Wellesley, MA. 
Committee Chairs Phyllis Dohanian and Susan Covo were 
gracious hosts for the evening. Their efforts throughout the year, 
together with the support of their dedicated team, culminated in an 
elegant evening of generous giving and joyful connection. 

Guests entered the dining room set in gold and white with 
apricot floral centerpieces, to the sounds of classical guitar played 
exquisitely by educator and composer John Baboian. Attendees 
excitedly placed their bids on the bountiful displays of Silent Auction 
items and others reached for a number at the wine pull, with its 
endless array of glittering wine packages. Once guests were seated, 
Committee member Jeanmarie Papelian narrated a film presentation 
detailing the importance of the AMAA’s work and the impact on 
individuals, families and groups, inspiring all in attendance. Later, 
auction host George Barmakian brought the fun and excitement as he 
offered up Live Auction hotel stays, distinctive dinners, in-demand 
show tickets, sports box seats, jewelry, and more, all of which were 
quickly scooped up in the spirit of giving. 

During dinner, the talented Zangakner Armenian Children’s 
Vocal Ensemble entertained the crowd, bringing joy and heartfelt 
moments of hope for the future-as only the voices of children can 
do. In the end, all felt rewarded by the outpouring of generosity that 
led to the sponsorship of more Armenian children than ever before, 


T he Boston Area Orphan and Child Care Committee of the 
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as well as the ever-increasing financial support for the AMAA’s 
efforts to help those in need. O 
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Charitable Hearts in CA Collect Money for Hurricane Victims 


ver the Labor Day weekend when the temperature was a 
O record-breaking 100 degrees, Lori Agbabian (age 11) and 

Arman Agbabian (age 8) of San Francisco, CA felt a call 
to action. They squeezed 25 pounds of lemons to make homemade 
lemonade with cane sugar and set up a lemonade stand at Baker 
Beach on September 3 to raise money for relief efforts. Initially 
they were a little nervous, however soon they met with smiling 
faces and supportive comments from the public. From the lemonade 
sale they made $371 to contribute to the AMAA’s Natural Disaster 
Relief Fund for victims of the hurricanes. Their parents, AMAA 
Board member Bryan Agbabian and his wife Valina, matched their 
children’s contribution bringing the total to $742. 

Thank you, Lori and Arman for your hard work, charitable 
hearts and your love to help those in need. Jesus said, “Whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.” Matthew 31:46 

Along with other donations, the AMAA sent these funds to the 
United Church of Christ to help the victims of the hurricanes through 
its Disaster Ministries. Mary Shaller Blaufuss, Team Leader UCC, 
Global Sharing Resources, in her note dated October 17, 2017 says: 
On behalf of UCC Disaster Ministries and the people devastated by 
the 2017 hurricanes and other disasters, thank you. The solidarity 


Lori (right) and Arman Agbabian hand out free lemonade to 
people who donated money for Hurricane Harvey relief efforts. 


and partnership of the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
means a great deal. Through this work, people know that they are 
not alone in their suffering. People can tangibly feel God’ love 
embracing them and communities are empowered to recover and 
rebuild for a ‘new normal’ in their lives. It is a blessing to be part 
of this work with you. Peace. O 


32 AMAA NEWS, Oct-Nov-Dec 2017 


Chicago Church Celebrates 100th Anniversary 


By Rev. Jeremy Tovmassian, Pastor, Armenian Evangelical Church of Chicago 


n September 10, the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
On held its Centennial Celebration Dinner at the 

Double Tree Hotel in Skokie, IL. For over a century, our 
church community has celebrated and proclaimed the grace of 
God that knows no bounds in Jesus Christ. The Good Shepherd 
has faithfully and graciously guided us through the mountains and 
valleys of life together. We look confidently toward one hundred 
more years of faithful Christian witness and vibrant ministry here 
in Chicago. 

The honored guest speaker of the evening was Rev. Dr. 
Christine Chakoian, formerly of the Lake Forest Presbyterian 
Church. She is currently serving as Vice President of Seminary 
Advancement at the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. Her 
message was powerful and moving and both encouraged the 
careful cultivation of our ancient Armenian Christian tradition, 
and challenged us to creatively reintroduce that rich tradition to 
the 21st century. 

Rev. Jeremy Tovmassian presided over the evening as 
the Master of Ceremonies and at the close of the evening’s 
celebrations, he recognized five women of the church for their 
devoted, faithful service to Christ’s church. Mary York, Hermine 
Bayenderian, Anayis Kasper, Briska Ross and Doris Simonian 
were each thanked and honored for all that they have done for the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Chicago. 

We praise God for His many rich blessings! By His grace, we 
look forward to the many new opportunities He may open for us as 
we serve Him in the greater Chicago area. 
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2 & ‘Poe! 
Rev. Jeremy Tovmassian serves as Master of Ceremonies. 


L to R: Mary York, Hermine Bayenderian, Anayis Kasper, Briska 
Ross and Doris Simonian are honored for their service. 
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RA Ministry of Diaspora Presents Newly Published 


The Young Family Bible 


n November 14, a presentation of the newly published book 

The Young Family Bible was held at the RA Ministry of Di- 

aspora. The Young Family Bibles were brought to Armenia 
to be distributed to Syrian-Armenian families. Present were Harout 
Nercessian, Representative of the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America in Armenia, and Rev. Hovhannes Hovsepian, Pastor 
of the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Yerevan, as well as the 
authors of the Armenian version of the book, Dr. Hrair Jebejian (the 
General Secretary of the Arabian Gulf Bible Society) and Dr. Arda 
Jebejian. Welcoming the guests, RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush 
Hakobyan highlighted the publication of the book and graciously 
mentioned: “I am glad that the Armenian Missionary Association is 
working actively. Iam convinced that The Young Family Bible is an 
important means of Christian upbringing in the Armenian family." 


AMAA NEWS, Oct-Nov-Dec 2017 33 


Haigazian University Board of Appreciation Night Honors 
Trustees Meets in Los Angeles Students in Beirut, Lebanon 


he five Armenian Evangelical Schools of Lebanon opened 
their doors early in October for the 2017-18 School Year for 
about 1,040 students. The Educational Council of the Union 


of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East organized 
T= semi-annual meeting of the Haigazian University Board | a special event to honor all those students who successfully 


of Trustees was held November 2-4 at the United Armenian | passed the Lebanese Government's administered Brevet and 

Congregational Church in Los Angeles, CA. Haigazian University | Baccalaureate exams. The event took place on Friday, November 3, 
President Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian and Board members from Lebanon | at the Armenian Evangelical Central High School's Memorial Hall of 
and the United States attended the meeting to discuss the current state | Ashrafieh, Lebanon. We congratulate the students and wish them 
of affairs and future plans of the University. more achievements in their future endeavors. 


Meet our Staff at AMAA 


Harout Nercessian, AMAA Representative in Armenia 


his parents and two brothers were active in the First Armenian Evangelical Church in Beirut 

and Harout attended the First Armenian Evangelical College. In 1976, during the Lebanese 
civil war, Harout and his mother, Alice (Shnorhokian) emigrated to Canada where he studied electrical 
engineering at McGill University. Following graduation in 1982, he worked in the IT sector for 14 years, 
first as a software engineer and then as Manager of Quality Assurance. 

Raised in a Christian family, Harout attended Sunday School and youth ministries in Lebanon during 
his childhood. At age 14, he had a spiritual experience and committed his life to Christ. In Montreal, he 
was very active in the First Armenian Evangelical Church, serving as Youth Leader and later as a Board 
member and Treasurer of the Church. During his university years, Harout was active in campus ministry. 

After its independence, Harout traveled to Armenia and led youth camps in 1992 and 1995. In 1996, 
at the invitation of the late AMAA Executive Director, Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian, Harout left his career 
in IT and moved to Armenia to serve as the AMAA Deputy Armenia Representative. For nine years he 
led the Christian Education ministries of AMAA Armenia. In 2005, Harout was appointed AMAA Armenia 
Operations Manager and, in 2011, AMAA Armenia Representative. 

Harout is passionate about his Christian faith and service, and considers it an honor to serve God 
through the AMAA. He finds great satisfaction in seeing the lives of thousands of children and adults 
touched by the love of Christ. 

Harout is also passionate about teaching life skills, including Emotional Intelligence, discovering and passionately pursuing one’s life mission; 
and growing in one’s personal maturity. With the support of the AMAA, he and his wife founded the “Live Your Dream Jinishian Center for Life Skills” 
in 2012. Harout is married to Salpi Badakian-Nercessian and father of four children. 


iF arout Nercessian was born to an Armenian Evangelical family in Beirut, Lebanon in 1958. Both 
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Vyugquyh Wuhutyh <wiwuywmnwufuwt 
-upngt ni <wynt Piptiniehiip 


Qwu. Usp. bnyun. On~ 2wjmouetwh, Uwufuwqufi CujyuqhwG 2wiwjywnwGh 


uy boptniyetwut qunpqugniup Yntwy hpwywtwtwy 

mut ni plinwoihppt vty, huy npn? tuwumuinn 

wuwpuqwuoitpn. G. tpyppttpn vty’ witboptuy 
nuynngny, ud quitwiquit wmqquyht hwumuunyyehiottpny: 
Gptwt quitinipy wewtinwluit ye— wanh uhengttp tu: Ant 
hungp wytt E yet poyyhuh huy whunh niqbbp nuumpupwyby 
nL wywmpwunhy wuywquyht huntwp: Wyn veyp wpimnh dant 
Yppwpynibypp niunivtwu-nwunhupwtswyut spwghnn: 
Wu Ptwumny, huy nupngp nbd hwtnhiwt yp qntnih 
wwhuywibyn b. qupqughtyn tpywhh wowpbyniyetut. 


WU) <wy nypngp 2pgwywmnn wy hwjywywt 
Qunnygitpnt him wntstyn Yupppht, Ge 
FP) <uypbthphp wtb ni ntnp égntyni woihnwdtzmniyetwut: 


GYyktp punnithtp wyt Upmpp jt htpiniypiop - qntk pp whdtwywut-ptytpuypt mbuwtyprott - yp Yuquinih 
mut why, hupwquunttnn ht Gt dwpynnit wuypwd wnwyht 15 mwuphttpn. whdtwywt tpnpdumniepiottpnr br 
ipnfuuqntgniyehitttpn: Ppp. wpnhitp: Phoptinietwt wey pudhtp Yntuy wou jwpnvt tr yptwy zupnitwlb) hp 
quinquigniunp: Upos vuinn wpwpwop dtwod pywypny npuyEu wquiun te woyuynrt buy, Yntwy Gwe pp pny»p wuppttpnit 
ubo Yunupb] poptniytwt wqnnn nnn? pbupwtpthtn: Ghwtph woweht mwuppbhtpn. nuumhupwtniyetwt yhnnu, 
uuyuyt, syuy wy] wqnni Upeng put vip wyuopniwt Gwtsgwd nuypngnp: 

dtpoht qnte 200 muphttpnit ptpwgpht Ywtntwinn bt npwywinn nypngp nupdwu vwpnwytpmnith 
hpvtwywt hmumuumnzyehit up, Ge vupyp fp ontpnr pu nEpwyunupp nupdattyn wnwpkynyebut mtn: 

N’pt E wt hwpgnivp nnn ywunwuluwtp mwynt wyuypupht ves vowg nt yp vow nuypngp Gpywn nuptpk hf yin: 

<wpgniup hiwntrtwyt E.- Auypngp Yawtph puywywt ywhwtsttpnit wntsbynr hupgp: 

bul nuypngttpnr pwtwywywt ywhwtyttpn hts bo wpntop: 


W.- GQhunniyphitttpnt mbpwuytunid, hiinniyehiottpn. qunpqugni, hpp puph dwipn wuyptyn hudngniup 
qnywgn1u, Yawtph hnqbywt funnpp ypurhpwtgbhyn Owpwth qnhwgnit, hwynpnwygbyn Yyundniyehih, tb. qhpnd, 
qnuqwoiniytuup, hops unynpniyhrottpny, jumwy vbjnmnttpny br yumwmhtyp homtiuonwywtiniyetwuup utpniink 
ubpnitiyn vupn4uytniyetwt Gb punwpwlpyeniyjebut vz ynid Ge Guwuumn: 


F.- Gywod GO nt Quit Guth npn? mGuwyp nupngttp, npntp wyu pnynp ywhwisttpnit qniquhtn tyuwmulttn 
Guu wndtpttp hihwunytynwd Go ni Yp hbmwuytntt: Wn tuwmulttpt nt. wndtpthtpt bt.- yumlwotypniptwut 
qqugnith wuywhnyniyehit, Yawtpp dmunnp, hngbinp, bpqhpw wt, poytpuyht, punwpwywt vupqkpn. uhgt 
huwuwpwlznniypehit, swnuyniyetwh, huzumph, qnhuptpniytwut, yaw umnbonowqnpdniyetwt hnghh tbpinioniu: 


Q..- Utp huyywywt uphiyph nupngttnpn. pnwutwtniyehrtttpn.t ves Ybpnyhrbuy pnojnp Guwmuyottpnit hb 
Upwdnzyniwod £ tut. huytgh nuwunpwpwyniytwot hupnium huuyugniep.t up nip zigmniwmd £ jG&qnit, uzwynyjep, 
wuwuuniyehitin, ynotp Gt huyptthpn: 


AMAA NEWS, Oct-Nov-Dec 2017 35 


Uhtys tu Yp fuouhdl uhhiyph nwypngttpn.t wwuht, hupy £ tab) jet tnytp wkmnp E wytyuypnih tut. <wywumnwth 
nuypngttptt: 

imp EF hwumnumt, np Ywtntwinp ud uittontuy huylywtwut nupngp, hnt nip uthpiyph vty htwpwunn 
E, pupdp wumpéwiny jwennwod © pp pwpyn wnwphynyetwoip uty 20-nn nupni pblpwgppt, whzgni2m mwpptn 
wumpéwtttnny, yapnjhztuy pnynp sunhwthztpp upunnnpbyny: 

Owtoy E np uhhinpwhuy nupngp Uninpuykt uptyt. hnwt, Ynjpukt uptyt: Upwmth, tr Lppwtwtkt uptyb. 
Uhwgbtuy Gwhwigqttp hopqhtp won yp qutk Ymwtgh gomph Up uke, wuyywhnywywt Yuu momtumlwt uywnbtuyhph, 
dupynnidh wipurwpupniptwt, wpynpualutugidwut upwgph tpysnunyetubt, Yuu wnwpbtyyebut wey gnniwoniyptwt 
htiwtiwtipttpny: <wpy § wbygtthy np nupngttpn.t wbowdwutniyepitp ppttg pninp’ 70, 80, yw 100 mwphttpn 
wugnigwo bo wuwypuph hnghny, tr ndwtp Yp zwpnitwybt tnt wy ninpht uty: 

UWjuon, uw yuyt, hwy nupngttpnit Yuptinn vey dwup yp Ywnwdwpnih ujydibwqyut wywhwtyttpn.t 
woihudwuywmuufuwt nidny Yul ubenghtpnd, te sn.hh Yupnnwhwtnieprtp® upgbkyn1 hp gnswuwmbh wnwgunkit 
hwumuuniepittittpn.t ht: 

UEY fuoupny, uy huwwyhpttpnt G. quinniyettpnit uk nip hwy nuypngp hwuywtywum vwupnwybpmiwt 
ti Piptinitwt wuywhnyiwt tbe yhypybwt vawyniyeujht wafauphtt hngh nz ghp tpnfuwtighyn huywuywywt qnpnd 
mupwd Ep, wuop Wnittiwy Ge Yunp whmp wpdwtwgnk wks Ynpnium: Gyump wottttp np nupng up uw winp 
hnywotwinpnnn sb ynnutgtnyp, uyy ponhwtpurytu hwy hopiniyetbwt nuzumn: 

Ugu Juouptpp qqugwywt wnwswtpttp $60, wy) yumwy mn_bwyttpn ypu hhvtniwd whimwudéwtuyn: 

Nuunh pbs poby: 

Unuwyht’ qhuwyghji £, np nypngttpp ywnqueytu pug ywhbjp wowtg hwy dwpnp worwqnyt Yepuyny 
Quumpupwybynt wowptyniyetwt tr wnwtg thyewyut nt pupnwywt wyphipttpn. wuywhnyvut’ jen Guywmwy 
E, Gr whihtyebtye uwypuin: 

Gplpnpry nuypngttpp ywhnn Ynnitpp byt syupttut pptoig gnomuwmht ves qupquighty hmumun huwngni 
bpttg hwumuuniyetwt wnowpbhynyetwi tr pinhwtnip qhmnippitttpn. Ynnpht huytgh nwumbupwyniytwut 
Yupbtinpniptwt thumnuiuup, Gr tpt snvtttwt pnttg gning ghpbtp gnpwuywmnny Ynin Gt winin huudngniws 
noiywudwpniphih, w2pammutuql tr ptuybnuyht gnowtwy, ut wmtt whntp vomtgwud Y’pywth hwumumniptut 
vuynuunimht: 

Gppnpry huy nypngp wytmp E thnfuunpl hp qnywyuypuiph nwzinp «purg ywhty jt? thuybp hupglt nEwh 
Quywiunuwuyotpni be dwutwuywinn1y wowptyniyetwt vung: Ant hupgnivp wkmp E pypwy. «Xwyniuh huygn ptisupup 
dupy whip E pquy»: Wu hupgnivp tuwutwghmulut funphhpnwygniyetwt yupowm £, puyg Gute mtuhyph, huynit 
Pupdénwqnyt nnwyp te poptudumuh htptiniyehiop wuywhnynn uhmph: 

<wy py Ge huyp nwumpupwhby gwhp tr qnhnynniyehit ywhwteny w2fuumuwutp £: hoptwptpwpup «huyp 
huynit», «huyp huyny», Yuu wunp two jnqnitqttp whgtbuypt Yn wwmywtpt: <nt nip ptyniiniwo sb uu 
ppwtwutnieprtp® hnt wuyjtvu sp’ Yntwp hwy nuypng wywhh) be hujytgh nwumbupwniyehit vzwyby: Wnwtg wpnh br 
wipyentt nuquudupniyetwt Gr Opwghph nt whywhwfutynhp torppnitp, wuonpniwt nuypngttpp whmh sqnywmbtbt 
tp yun: 

Ufuuphuytwgwd uphippht uby hht dwiwtwyttpl wrbtip pompwtpttp Ywmupbkyn: hupg § huytgh 
nuumpunulnihitn: Hips hb Yopeny Yawtph ptywgppt tr wuipnng pompwtpttpnzh uke poyp posny huwwuwpwul2ntyn 
Ohyet E witttt yuptinnp, pospt tupawywimninyehit mujp, wowytwhtpyeniyjetwt gutyp hts wpdtyunptpnr hhdunip 
qnywghtyp: 

Lppwtwth ub wyuon huy dtnnttpnit Yuptinnp vey mnynup huytpbtt nt huybnEtny mpniwsd nwutnn owtp, 
Gpypnpnwutwt Gr wopunduyh pin Yp ubuybt ppbtg n ppbtg quiwotpn.t ypuy: Oipbit Yp yuamuptt ptmnutp jet 
hosp pap whinh ubynrh br hosp’ ns: 

UppniepLtp Yp tuwth ubtymywtinth: Wo pos np vip vwpdhtttpn.t uty yp ttpvnidonif’ Yp dank zum 
pul: 

W2fuwphp Yp thnfunrh Y’pubtp: Gp thnfunzh twh nypngh pupptinidp, tpypp dp yw w2fuwphh Yppwtwt 
huwwuyungp, niptvt tube pwumpwupwynnt ni qnwumpupwyningnn: Guy wywquyh huynt Ybpuwnt nt wywhuitgn: 
Guy hhnuduywywtp nuypngp Yawoph br wywquyh mbupyph be pmtuyttpni hEm wntsbyn. Yuptonp thiyen: 

Withnthbyjny, whuywytwt wimp FE ywmpwumnrhtp wywquyh huvdwp: Uywquwy huypttihph, utphinph, 
Uupnyniyptwt: fenn wyy wuwquyht uty bp Upgnitwy, Yuyntt ni pwpp mbynp qmtkl <uyywyut nupngp, npnit 
wnwpbtyniytwt jwonnniyetwt huvdwp wwpmptp mbubjpnd, huzwmpny ni ywhdtunnietudp phtwywtonkt 
hwnguinpby hwy nuypnght br winp Gipppt ni wpmwppt punwyppshtpnit wuywquyh wnnpltwuikm qnywmbiniuht 
ning Jutnhpttpp qnpdturnycu pno.oty: 
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Quwu. knw. 2puyn GkykstwG 
U ints Up Ubpjn1oF£ Yiwtpp Guiquinn gu Up phwiquiiunttnp, nnnop Yuntsyni ht 


tnt wyn huiwpwywiniptwt mbiuunwzmtpnit, dmwhnphqntttnnit te 
pupptnivttpnit, tr np twtr Yp untndt wndtp tt unynpnijpit tnyohtpt wyn 
huwpwuwutniyetutn: 

Gi ugu fPdwumny, wyu wmbuwnwmntpp te plpntinitttpp yp nuntwt Yawopp nin ~ 
mntiwy] uyn huiwpwqwoiniptwut, Gr hos np yp yGpwdnth wipnyngwtut uzwmlnjph 
ponpngnivht, npnit ves Yp wywpthuynip qununhuip, yignimdp, jGqni, Yupnitjwytpy, + 
Quiquuytpupwywt Yunnyg puyg Gut. wpn_Guunp unynpniypioittp hosuyEu qnwywtiniyep.o, 
tng, Guipuupwuytimniyehit Gruyyt: 

Whw pk pts Ep tute np npuytu huy dnnnynipn, uGtp ynnputgnightp Stnwuywiniytwt dwmuwmtuy tr wm ting: Gt 
U6 yehiny UMpnyuyht hngh, w2fuuphwugnutwt hnnumupwodp tr yunnyghtp, puyg tut. ybwopht webs vigh hypwyweunny wyu 
wpnnowtut vzmynyyjep: Winwytwt wyuyytu Yp puguiunpk ywumubhwdp Gap huyutut hnyjp numupynitgur pn dnnnynipyto, 
wionp Uzwmynipuyjyht pninp jowhttpp nupng, ywop, wpntiunp Ynpny br ywmdwuywt yuyntp Ynndswttgut Outwttwt 
Qunuewpniptwt Ynnit: VEY mwupniwit Up ptywgpht huyp Ynpubgnig fp tptp huqupwitwy wywuinietwt dwnwtigqn: 
<uyp Yngwu wywhky vhwyt wy, np Yn quip bp huwpwyut jniztpbt: Giyniztpnt ute Yuin hp jiqn1t, putwumtnoniyehitp, 
tgp tr nnptipquwt Guqyumughpp bppte huwynvt te pptig vtugwd ugulnyp: 

Gi ugu huwpwulywt jniztpnit vEstt E, np huyp YGpuntndtg hp wipnnswlwut vawnyjep te Yunstgur wtnp, npuybu 
wuyptyn. qnuwyut te hpip: Gr wyu nith hp qhmnwitwt Goyewhnnp: 

O-psppin 8nyhwuttubwt Yp huuuuwuy, pt Stnwuywtnyehiotp huynt huwwp nupdau poptnyetwt huvwmupuniytwt 
wwhuywiniip: Gr wyu puny ginwuuwinyehiotp tnyt huwyn_t mn yumlwbtbypniptut qhmwulgniehit, uzmyniyeuyht 
YGpwdtniin Gr. wwuinitwt zwpnttwywuyutnihrt: Opppn Nwujpwptwt t’puk, pt Stnwuywinyehrtp Yopmtg nr 
touurpt huynit huvwpwwt poptiniehitp: Uqquyht, huniuqquypt, Ynotulwt, qunurhwpwfioumlwo, punupultut, 
poytpwu-mtintumyut tr ubpoinwywt wwupptpnryehitttpny hwmtytnda, Stnwuywtniyetwt wyu poptniyepitip nupdau ni yp 
Yp nuntwy huuwpwy juywwpwupp upwgtkyny poinpp: Whu, jet posnt huynit huyywtwt vzwnjyep bp wu wipnnowywt 
huulwgnyniptwt ubstt, huynvt yp 2inphe ns pel upuyt wipnnowwut Yiwtp puyg tut. zwpnitwyuyumtniyetut hhup: 

Gi uuu huyn1t awpnttiwyuywtnietwut uyu Yiwtpp whprppiwt hp top «huypbohpttpnit» utott tr wyuypupp fn 
wupnnowlut vzwynyyep ywhywiniipt hudwp: Stnmuywiniyetobt whvhouucu tip yuquniwsd huyywutwt uphinpiwt 
quinnipttpp huywfuou Epi: Waintp umtndwo tht Ybyenttp, nip thnpphy huywunwtttp ghttiny ppttp hpttg yYiwmtptpp 
Up mbophttnt: 

‘Unjtp $F uywpuqut wyuon: 

<uyyuyut qunnyettpp zu with jywpwuptpniyetwut uts bo pptig wuypwd utnwlwt vawynyyettnnwt tr vyetnjnpmttpnt 
ht: GL wunp huquqntgniphiittpt th vuyptoh jiqnih tuuhwty, omump nupng jwdéwfub), faut wuniutnzehiittp ni 
muyupt wqquyht Gr vzmynieuyht wnadtpttpnr wyywqutiniyepit Gr ypnthnhuniyehit: 

Gi hnu whinh puduyy vey wy trwyughS pingdkiny hwmyuuniyptwt ves wuypny uthhinpwhuynt Yawtpp: Utphinph vk» 
dtwd huyp whmp nwunih huy, pl? mbnwywt tpypp hywmwud: Lpapwtwtgh huyywuyut swqniiny wd j|pputwiwhuy, 
qu’ huy jpputwttut hyumuniyetuntp, Yu ny |pputwtgh: Gr hnu wpquy E tpyn vgwmynypettpnr ywmwobtypniptut 
hhvtwfutnhpp tr wintg vhety huvwumpwlznniyehit quittjnt hnwuvuywywtp: 

Gel Upeht wptbjGwt qunniettpn, ywpwquyht muyurht huytpet jiqnip wywhywoiniip putwuyut pusuyGpwulwt &, 
tnytp s6 yupwiquit wy] quinniyettpni vey: Webtph huy yw ywt yupdwpwtttpny huytpeoh nunighsttpn it ht hwtynpuniipu 
poyewgppt vnwhnqniyehitp tnytt Ep: «wight nuuwpwoikt nnipu Yniqut wawytpmnttpp t. mw yurpt nupngh pupt ub, 
wnt jn-twpctt Yp fuouhb»: Mnittinu Uptub huyyutut vey ywpdwpwth vp mtonltpt htm hwtyhwyniuvhu popwgpht wt 
pu. «Emp F huungnihtp, jet wyjGLu huytpkip wpwuh unpytgthy npytu tpypnpnwyut jiqnp»: 

Puyg puwsouytinulut tptinyy £ Gr uptstr wyuop, jel piptniytut, vzmynjeh tt ywhwtswuumbpniyptut qnpdotttpp 
muurhpt mbpwuyut to: Gt wey Ynnvk yuy jiqnip tuhwitgyp, puyg hiptinitwt Yutsp mw yurpt wpyuy t: 

Gi ugu Ppwquinieprotp wpmp wntsh) tipywy huvwefruphuyjtiwgwd wafuuphh Yupquypéwuypt tr woinnp nhiwg 
qopuinp Ytpwyny hu yuyjpninn minuyuytwgnitp: Gop vupnhy ni hurwpwhwiniphrittp uyuwd to mtutty, jt 
huww2fpuphuyhugwd w2fuuphht vets Yp Yoputgttt ppttig hupwquin wuuuniyeprtp, Y'niqtit wityhny Yunsh; hnttg 
ptptniptwut ni daw yniuyjyht wpdtpttpn1t qhmnwmlgniptwt tr wyu npylbu wuywhnyniyehit fpttg wihwmuwyut nr 
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huwupulwt Yiutptpnvt huudup: Wu ppwulutniyepiip uyuwsd E qupqught] punupwuywut poptiniptwt hwuuywgnnniyehitip 
mupptp huvwpwuywiniehiottpnr ves wuypny thnppwitwutniyepitittpn, huudwp: Gr uyu qupytniittpp wyuop uyuwusd 
GO gum wityhny nuntiuy wuypnn ppwulwiniyehitttp wwupptp hurwpwtwutniyehioittpny uty, tipwntuy tute huynvop te 
pb Uwutuioph hp uhhinptwt ppwypéwmynt vey: 

Stnwuywinietwt hupprp wiGwyp nq&ynsnivttpp w2fuuphny veyunty untydtght wtd wpyptniyehit: Gi wyu tnjytpwt 
tuutt tpapwwuwupy ubpnvoinh vuutwlgniyetuup tt w2funid tipnpniiny: Wo, np yp fuouf huyGptt Yunpn.y tr yu tpptip: 
<uphip witwyh Guipqufuoup «8p2b] tt Mwhwtytp nupdwu piptiniyetwt t. huvuaywpihwy vawuynyeh huuyugnyniytut 
utokt Yipwtinpnqgniuh fupewt up: 

Puyg Guy twit. Gpypnpy tptunyye up: 

Gi ugu huyntoihpp <wywumwth G. Upgulup pawywtnieprtttpt bo: Uiphinptwt wtp tipywy bpwdpéwyotpn.t 
ubskt <wywumutip, npybu huyptoh wbuulutniyeprt tr hnn, wyuop yp upuyE huyyw wt poptiwghpmutgniprt tr yp 
hwumunnk, yp urge nt Ympyptighk wpm huwuyugnynyepitp huynit wks Ge wy wpvwnpt wnt mniny hnnh tr vzunyyjeh 
ghuwigniyehitp: 

Uutppuynh huyywtwt ipnpp qunniyh Yung vp whnudttpnwt htm hwtinhuyniitu tou pwowyGpwmyut: Fount 
wun wutinyyppLoittpni quiwyotp cht, nnntp <uwywumnwtkt Yipunupakt twp mtuwsd ni wuypwd ht huyyulut hoptinitwt 
nidp, wndtpn &G Yuptinpniyehiip: Evpypwt, np vopp Ynnutt huy &, puur. «Gye ubyp poop hupghif wyuon, jet nip Yuujppu 
bnttg Ypub, jt Qhyhh wks puyg huy tu»: Edpyput wyuop huytptt uyuwsd © unpypy: 

1970-wywt muphttpnt tpp wawytnpmttp Eptp Neypniyeh huyyu wt yupdwpwth uke, <wywumuwuttt jwéwupawthontt 
Y'nLtttuyhtp huypttp wanttumugtinttpn funiiptp: Utq, npybu w2wytpmttp, Yn nwttht huypttp wpnttuwumgbunttpnr 
Gynypttpnt: Wn wanttunughnttpp N-uyjhuwt, O-nippyp, Vbywt, Uniuwttwt, Vuytupo Wihphimttwut nt muurht: 
1973-ht UWpwpwm pniyeujnip funiipp 3nyhwubtttup, Lirntp, Upyunht, Wpnawt, Uupqupnyp, Fonphyp nv ww yurpt: 
Wu wpnitiunwugiunttpp Gr bniyeunjpumttpp vigh huwip tr vip yumwttyut Yiwotptpn.t tt hnghttpnit ute nupawt 
htpnuttp: Gr htpnu ns vpuyt wpnttumh ni hnipwynjwypt w2fauphh uo, huwyw wqquyht htptiniptwt qhmumygniyetwt 
ni winp wndtpht Yuinstjn. woihpwudtzuniyhiin: 

<uy tnqp, qinwtiyupsniyehitn, wywpp, wuapqubpp, yenwtninp, ybtguinn, Gupmupuytuniehioip Yupbyp sb wtyumby 
wupnnsw ut huyyuyut uzmyniyewpt wpdtpttpnr huuywgnynniptaitt: Yh tuyhy pnynpho, npuytu ucby wipnngnyehit te 
uyn wupnngntetwt hutnty YGpmty qhmnwlgniyehit G. uyn qhmuwugniyetwot thunniwuup huyjwpuniyehit: Gr hywpumniyeprotip 
tute Yni quy ugwynipuyjht htipnuttpny’ <uyptohplt tt Uippinpet, npntp yp upuytt wyu ptptiniytwt qhmulgnijhiin: 

Gi hnu whwnh pubduy uby wy, thudughds huyywu tut ywumiw-vizwmynipuyht Ynnntitpn. ntipp tr Yupbtinpniyehitp 
huywupwhuwywtnivh wnwuptyniyetut ute: Shans wy pninpp noky yewuniyetwt wowtgpht tr swpdtinnhy wtintg hpvtulwut 
ntpp uyuon wqquyht-vzmynipuyjht piptniptwt qhmulgniyetut by: 

Gel nvoihtp ywuuvwywut Ynnntitp <ujwuwmuth tr Wpgufup ves wtp qnjyq wtmniyehitttpn. huynnnyetwut muh, 
Gi np pPipwpwispip huynit Yp ttp2tsb hp hoptiniyetwut tr ywminietwut hnjndnjytpni vest untyoniwd huyyuyut 
punwpwlppniptut hiphughuuwygniyepitp, puyg tute Ywt huyyu ut Ynnnttp wy tpyppttpni uty, np Ymwtiqniwd 
Go wtywymwgniuh te wyu wbowdwuwdp nhinnidtwuinp punumpulutnietuup: 

Gruygu Ynpnnttpnr whjwymnwgniip tG&pyuy huynio huntwp wpiunh npwub), npybu «ypyouyh uywonieprh», phywyjEu hntuy 
Uununpwywt Eyp Nvayqp) huyng gihnwuywiniptwt dfumniup Yp npwE: G. ypyowuypth huulwgnyniyptwt ub Yuy fupu 
bhqhpwuywutp, nip wyu wwupwquyht whup huuttiuinby, npuytu wey punwpwulpypeniyptokl utwgwos Ynyenn vp, np yp pwtnnip 
ti tpYpnpnp jhawunwyp, nip wy purnwpulpyeniyptiwud dquo wiwinp Ge woinp Ghumuduup qhinwlgniyepiop, np yp yipwtuy: 
Gi hnu E, np Upowqquyht punwpwutwt ter wywuiw-vzwmyniyeuyht hhitwpyttpnr nizwnynpniprtip wbunp £ yinnntwgtty, 
jeE Yuptyh sb hudtwzhruphuyht punwmpwulpyeniptwt ves hp pudhtp nuttgnn huyywtwt jnizwpdawmbtttpp wtjwynwtub»: 
UWju wijuyugnitip Yopnium & huyywu ut plwuuny puyg toytpwt twit. huvwefwuphuyht punwpwuypyenryetwtn: 


Lut vp duntwtznivttp te qnpdtuyut puytp 

1. <uyuut Uthpiypp puny £, qnvtfwinp Ge wyypuiquit ni mutuht vEyp upLukt mwupptp: Uipprypuhuyp weafauphny 
ubymty, mupwdniwod EF Gr tnjtutuwt sE: <wy £, puyg bipwpwtspipp fp wuypwsd tpyppt huytguykmtt munptp EF: 
Supptp E puyg Omun sf: Gt uthpippwhuyp bp wwpptpnipprtittpny Ybogunuwypt ni wuyptpuytpyh nv mm yurpt 
bp weuypwo tpyph wuytwtttpnit nt ujtnynpmht ukytt, whmh yop wnt) Gt ns npytu Omun: Gi whwmnh tuyhy) 
uthpippwhuyn.t hp wwipptpniyehitttpn.t ubott, npntp wpdt tanpdty pny-pnuh ptpky, npujbu mupptp tnytiniyepitittp 
Gi ns npuyyjbu Omuwp: Gi wyu fuwumny tut. wyhmh Yipwtuyhy, yb posuyEu wpuh pywy uphrppwuhuyntt wipnngwyut 
vauynypep ywhywiniih hnjnynyyettpp hrpwpwispipp bp wywpnitwuypt uot: 


2. Uthbioptuit utp vawtniyeuypt wydtpttpn, wywhuywiniptwt vupmuhpurtpttpp uyuop vhs huvtiwuunpetuup 
tnjytwttiwt Go: Liqnip ywhywini, pnhunnttwywt huiwmp, htptniyhit, qnmywtniehit, wonttum br 
wywhwutowmppnippiti: Gr. utp ujyu hudwhuyywyut hhvtwhupgtpp Yuptip sb, np wwpipwhb) qunniyettpnr 
w2fuuphugnu ut mnitwy uwhiwtttpn. vb uhwyt: Nhnp nitiptp huvtwuhpippiwut nwquiwywpniytwt vp, nip 
thrpwlwt, dwpnyuypt te Yunniguypt pninp Yupnnwywtniyehitttpp purwytu Yupbtyp EF ttpwnoty: Gi hos fuoup, 


Cupn.iularphitip bp 40 
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3nLuépn Cww E, 


Puyg Gnndwinnutnn’ Lhs 


«Zn.dpp p puyku ou k, puyg Uowytkpp phy. nipkeu Stnn’9 wytpubgkp, np qnpdwinptkp muywpht pp hnitidpht:» 


Utn. Gngkh GupwwytuntwG* 


(NQaryuu 10.2) 


wuudw2fuuphuyht §=gqupqugnitttpn uvwuht 
tpp Juouhtp Yuu dmwottp, plinhwoipwuytu 
qhintpn 2zwm thumb stop wnttp Yuu stop 
Jb2tn: Uw wy, whpinph uty, dwiwiwin hwy 
uqght hudwp Lup br Woéupp wt tpn qhintpt 
tt nnntp gignyn mujwinpniyepzt Yp jennnzt tr yennwod th 
wut <uy woihuunh hngpht ue: <Gutiwpuip uyu qhintpp 
tr. wintg who qmtninn uzwynyep, @phunntbutwut 
Ybtguinp br ywnpumntiniyehop, jnyu yp upp tt wukt ynnu: 

QE Gnwd dwiwiwl tap wbd jehind wuywe2fuwpnn- 
tGpni ywmdéwnny Urbmupwtswywut w2fuumutpn pp 
Quiptinpniyehitt ni wthpwdtamnzyehitip Ynnputgnigwsd 
E: Wyuon tnjytpwt fupum Yuptinn & Ynpuntwop tapybyn 
tr. Ywpomtuypi hwuttin nppwt wowptuyttpnt 
duvwtwy: Wu thumb wnttynd, Wumnidn uoupp ubgqh 
Yninnt hibwntrthwy wwpmubhpurtpn.- «Qumniwd wyuon 
htdnnttp yp nnye Ynpuniwottpn iupybyn. wpntop 
ubop wy wintg wyfpmh vhwtu’tp:» 

Stnp bipwpwtshinhu Y’puk.- «Wok»: Posujtu nn 
unupbuyitpnit jebyunntg nn wnopth nn Uunniwsd 
Uzmyotp vtgmtn ptipk Pp opwaqhpttpp jpwgttyn 
huutwp, tnytuyku utgh’ uy, ony yebywnpwtpn nth: 
Gop wmuturht top Shunuh uyghjnittp uvtpdwd 
Eht Pp hpuntpp pulwtwt Wumnidny sounwttp 
pn. Gk GGppmquimniijn. §$fpttg wefiuwphpypt 
Yun ywpwpbpnyehitttptt, Stpp yp hpwrhptp 
bp htwtinpnttpp np wnoptt hngtinn qnpdpsttpnr 
puquugiwt huntwp: Utop wy tnytuyku Ynsnimd top 
uot Uzwyttpn. hudwp, npnyhtmt: gum tt 
hunumugbtwyitpp nopnip Yuunwd bo w2fuwphp 
hngtpny, GL wiuntg wumndwnny umtgniwd bo bt 
upqhinwd fppbog Wumniwduumnip wnuwpbhyniyetutg 
duutwulgbyn1: 


Unnng bGybntgin) tawt- 
ttpkt wpt wyt , tpp wrtwmw- 
putsuqut runpdimt huvuip, 
uyuptpt uhuhntwpwywt w- § 
juwuwtippt ubpnt towtnny & 
Yunojpt: Unnno btytntght 5 
Yuinopt np Shpng dzwyttpp 
Qupttiwot wit wtn ounuyty, 
pb futnpp Ynnuniwdttpn.t 
ipyniyetwut tr Ywpomtuy- 
ttpnit oginyetwh: Wu veyp 
tywmhp wtb, vbp ptbjppp ft, ££  fpptr 
hunuuugtwyftp: Qunniwdwenitsp vkq Ynys YWninnt 
uot: <tutiupup, wihpudtam EF whinpwnuntuy 
np Ubp Ynsnivt £, bpp. Lphumnttwttp, hndfrotpni nr 
uLtimupwotsmywt w2faumubtpht ugwmyttpnr yprtpnt 
puqduuyumylwt huntwp wunoyty: Wumniwd dtq Yn 
hpurhpk wyopbtjynt nn wnunt) fuwtnudunniyhit 
pywy Up Gytntginy zngwiwyht uk, tn ypu’ Gt Stn 
wnwgtnpnk utp jwntpnit vb: Puywuyku, SEpn ns 
Upuyi wagh Ynys Yninnt wyoptint, uyy yp jh2ight np Wt 
uyuon wnntt htdnnttp yp nny ynpuniwdttpp thpybyne. 
wpntop vbtp wy] wintg whmh vhwtw’ohp: 

Wu ponpny hwtntpa, 8puniu vhuyi «Unopt’» 
pubjny wnwpbwyttpn1t sh purwpwupnitgun, wy whntg 
hpurhptg np vwtutwyght bp wnwpbynyetwt: nyt 
fuoupp utgh’ wy Wniqnne wyuon: Gpp ubop utp Yiutpn 
Inipgontt tnipntghtp Shnng, witthswuylu umugwtp 
Uhpubntwpw tut, wibnupwbtsutwt wowpbtyiyetwt Yns 
Up Ppvk: Nip EF whinpwnwntuy, umuyh, np wy Ynsn 
mupptp sb vip huiumpp yautpp pinyekt: <nqtinn 
Ybwotpp popohh’t wnytt urtbmwupwbtswywt w2fuumutp 
Yp wwpnitwlE: 
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Upntyh pnyptp Gr Gnpuypttp bh Lppumnu, jenn nn 
Shuniup Ynsn vip hnghttpp gtgk no w2fuumutpp 
Unniptp Pp jwquinpnytwt hudwp: UWohurwm 
Uwpnhy wikiniptp ynnuniwod Go: Qunwpuwnp snhp’t jt 
pos E hhmtiutpn pnbtg vbnptpnit — n’5 wu w2fuuphpt 
uk, Gi n'y wy uyu Ybutplt jinn: Ruyg bop mintiwy 
top wmntgtt: Ghmt’tp np Shnng tnifpniwd Yowtpy 
Yupombuyph hwuttyd, mywpwgwdht datnptpn 
Pupdénugttiny, wimnitpt mnt huypuytynd, nv 
snittinppt quiwyoitpp nupng mbtnuinntyny whmh 
Utupdummpnzp’ Wun ou je wyu tx pel jwonpyn Yautpht 
uk9: hwt'tp np nuypngtthp, Gybntghttp ni wy] oqmumyun 
attptnp tnpngkjn. Yu Yunnighjn. w2fuumutpn 
Yn dupdwmpnh ny vpuyt withewhwt ynpwhut 
unnipnfunzphiottpp mbtubbyny wtp huypbowypgttpnit 
Yoawtpht wks, uyp twtr vbp hngtinn Ybwoippt 
uks, utp otbpubnpt Ybpmtyny wounmwabntiniyetwt 
nL Ownpuywuhpniyptwt hngh, fusujbu twtht Shnng 
pwuquinpniytwt pupqurwédwui nipwfuniehitn: 


<tutiwpup, nppwt wy, Yuptinn £ wnojptyp, 
tnjipwti Ywptinn § puy, thmntyp wyn tnt huwwmpkt 
nt wmyoppttpki uUnniwd: “wpdtbuy, jhattp np 
Shpuniu Upuyti «Wyopl» pubjny wnwpbuyttpnit sp 
PuLwpupniigu, wy whintg hhupntg nn dwtutwulgh't 
Pp wowpbynyetut: nyt Juoupp vigh’ wy Wninne wyuon: 
Wumniwd uyuon htdénnttp yn ynyt Ynpuniwodottpn 
tppybyn.. wnantop uttip wy wintg whmh vhwhur tp: 

fonn np <u) Uitnupwtswyut Coytpwlgniyetut 
huppipwdtuyh ubiht popu wy, yi’pwtinpngttp utp 
hnqgtinp Yinpntwgn.ut ni dunuybyn Gnwtinp, npuybugh 
wnopttp tr wwutwyghtp Shnng w2juumutppt, posuytu 
wnwptuyftpp qught t. Shpng vzwottpn tnwt: O 


* dtn. dngE} YwnuwuyGunGuu hnyhtu E NEjUnuyeh (UEUEsnLuEg) 
Unwepu Aw GyEnGghhu: Wu wwinquwup puinngniwo E 
Uhnuyn, 22 Anyuntuptn 2017-pu, Ppntupuh (LhL Apngh) Aw; 
Gnhguiyuwu GYEntghhu uc, WWtphyuyh Aw WeGuwpwlswyuu 
CuyGnwygntetwu 98nn SwpGdnnnuyhu UnthnnLws 
TwauiuwuUnLupnu: 


hhh hhh hah eh hsb bbb bbb bd sdssbbssssidssddisrdsddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddditiiiiil iddrdddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddisddtiiiiii Lddsdsddissidirsscacdéédésda 


Cupmiuloippri kp 38-Ei... tnyw. Zpuyp Khybéeut 


np ttpquyh wtinkywuuniniyptwt w2fruphh ni poytpuyht huviwgwigtpnr pur lu oqmwmgnpdniip Yntuy vbownybu 
oqity utp pninp nidtpn Gt Ywpnnwututniyeprottpn: ogmumgnpdniuh Gt hudwyjpniudh w2faumuwutphtpn.t uk: 


3. Urtyh qqny2 whip pywtp quinnijttpn. tr wintg wqquyht tr vam yniujht Yautph awpnttwyutwtinietwt 
b futnhp: Shan sE wow, Y4opnttp wpdawhby uu Yuu wyt quinnieh tr Yu uju Yu uyt wqquyht, Yppwywt nr 
U2uynipuyht hwumununzyehiottpn. Gyumuwup: Vpinh sunntwop, pt uphinptut Yawtpht ves huywuwhwuwiniuh 
wb Ywuntpuquht ues Gop Gr utp wqquyht vzwyniypuyjht wpdtpttpni hiptughmwulgniyhiip wnwetiuhtpye fubnhpttp 
Go Ge winp huvwp witt mtbuwyp warmup whhpudt2mn § Gt uyn Whoywnpl wto qnhnynniyehit: bnp wmtuhypnp 
GL w2fummutpuypt Spughpp wbnp § tt wohhpwdtzm © quyt Yipmby oumuytyn. huvtwp huywuywhywtiniih wks 
mntbupwywoht: 


4. <wywumutp tr Upguifup uyuop gum Ywptinp unhs nidtp Go uphinptwi utp Yawtptpnit huwup: <wywunwt- 
Upgwfu-Uthhiyp wyuop zu wihyp jw qombuytnniwo Goh ppwpni htm Gr gun wrbjp pw hwulygwd to qhpup: Gr wyu 
puwuuny wybinp £ tuyhy, eb posuyjbu wtp wyu Gptip jowotpp wEmp & pwwwiybu hudwnypty, npyEugh huynii wipnngw ut 
UW2uynjp nuntiwy YGpwtnpnqgny unhs nid, Gr nip whmnh wuywhnynrh huynit YGwtph zwpn.tiwywywutniptwt 
gnndpbypwgpp: 


Oqunwgqnpdnqwd Unphipttp 
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Book Reviews 


Dicran Kassouny Publishes 100 Years Strong: 
The Armenian Genocide in Posters 1915-2015 


os Angeles-based art director and first-time author 

Dicran Y. Kassouny has published an elegant and impor- 

tant volume, 100 Years Strong: The Armenian Genocide 

in Posters 1915-2015. The book is a visual compilation 
and analysis of Armenian Genocide and post-Genocide era post- 
ers produced in the United States and Great Britain in the 1910s 
and 1920s, and by Diaspora Armenian organizations starting in 
the 1970s through 2015. 

Kassouny showcases close to 90 Genocide posters, some 
never-before-seen, categorizing them chronologically under 
four headings: “Near East Relief and Foreign Charity,” “National 
Identity,” “Struggle and Sacrifice,” and “Commemoration and 
Recognition.” The book includes a comprehensive “Instead of a 
Forward” section, titled “The Evolution of the Armenian Ques- 
tion,” penned by Kassouny’s father, Yervant H. Kassouny, Ph.D. 
The article provides a lucid narrative of the political, geopolitical, 
social, and economic dimensions of the injustices inflicted on the 
Armenian nation since the 19* century. 

Under the heading “Near East Relief and Foreign Charity,” 
Kassouny discusses the importance of the posters produced 
by the American Near East Relief Committee and by the British 
Lord Mayor’s Fund in collecting charitable funds in support of 
the stricken victims of the Near East during and after World War 
|. In doing so, the posters bear witness to the brutal atrocities 
committed against the native Armenian population of the region, 
which endured genocide, famine, and forced deportations. They 


also enrich our knowledge of the mas- 
sive international humanitarian and 
charitable efforts that, at the time, 
succeeded in raising close to $117 
million in U.S. humanitarian assistance 
to the region, while the Lord Mayor’s 
Fund raised tens of thousands of British pounds. 

Not unlike the American and European Genocide posters, the 
posters produced in different corners of the Armenian Diaspora, 
such as in the Armenian communities of Lebanon, Iran, Canada, 
Cyprus, and the United States, drew attention to the calamity with 
the aim of commemorating the memory of the victims, mourning 
the loss of homeland, demanding justice, reparations and the 
return of the homeland, appealing to the world for justice and 
recognition, and recognizing the heroes of the armed struggle for 
justice. 

Kassouny’s 100 Years Strong is a fitting and visually rich trib- 
ute to the victims and survivors of the Armenian Genocide. Its 
collection of historically important posters marks the different 
stages of the ongoing development of the Armenian nation, in 
particular, the growth of its diaspora since the tragedy that befell 
the nation 100 years ago. 

100 Years Strong: The Armenian Genocide in Posters 1915- 
2015 is available at the AMAA Bookstore. Price: $45.00 plus ship- 
ping and handling. Item #382CO. To order a copy, please fill out 
the Book Order Form on page 42. 
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Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian’s 40th Book is Released 


Questions and Answers/Hartsoumner yév Badaskhanneér By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian 


Reviewed by Rev. Dr. Peter B. Doghramji 
ev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian is a well-known prolific writer. 
R:: is his fortieth volume which, unlike all others, is 
unique in style and content. 

The style is Socratic, with questions and answers, as 
the title suggests. The reader is drawn into the discussion 
by the question each chapter raises - “Are You A Rich 
Fool?" Actually the questions are already imbedded 
in the mind of the reader. Unlike sermons, lectures, or 
articles that start with the answers, Dr. Tootikian first 
asks the question and then invites the reader to par- 
ticipate in the conversation. Socrates taught that truth 
is not mono-logical, superimposed by the teacher, but 
dialogical, explored by teacher and disciple alike in the 
form of a dialogue. We see the same style used by Jesus 
himself. In some church traditions the dialogue is set in 
the form of a catechism where questions and answers 
are doctrinal. This book may also serve that purpose as a text book 
for adult Sunday School classes, both old and young. 

As for content, “Questions and Answers” covers a wide vari- 
ety of subjects such as Armenian history (heritage) and culture, 


politics, ethics (“Fifth Gospel”), church life, including a resource for 
worship and theology. 

The book is lucid and easy to read, but not so easy to digest. 
It is not meant to be read in one sitting, like a novel. 
The reader, preferably in the company of others, has to 
struggle with the existential questions that challenge 
one’s faith and moral conduct. 

The book has one major “shortcoming”: it should 
have been published seventy years ago when | first en- 
rolled in the seminary. | learned a great deal as | read 
about wisdom, love, hope, and even touching. 

| admire Dr. Tootikian for utilizing the right appel- 
lation for the Armenian Evangelical Unions in the Near 
East, France and North America, namely, “The Arme- 
nian Evangelical CHURCH,” not a “Union of Churches." 
As the Executive Director of the Armenian Evangelical 
World Council, Dr. Tootikian has a very significant perspective on the 
nature of the Church. To obtain a copy you may contact Armenian 
Heritage Committee, 3922 Yorba Linda Blvd. Royal Oak, MI 48073. 
Pages 160. Hardcover. $30.00 postage included. 
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Bookstore 


BOOKS 


THE ARMENIAN ANSWER TO THE ARMENIAN QUESTION, by 
Richard Melikian, This book is not about the past. It is about the 
Future. PD ACOB5SS |. cccccccscccdscscseasscceresssccesesdcesevesscnsesesscenss $12.00 


ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY - THE FAITH OF A NATION, by Rev. 
Dr. Aharon Sapsezian, A historical look at Christianity in the 
Armenian culture. pb #252 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICALS’ CHALLENGE TO RELIGIOUS Ex- 
TREMISM: The Growing Influence of Fundamentalism in 
Armenian Evangelical Churches. by Dr. Arthur Salibian. pb 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT - HISTORY, FAITH AND 
Mission, by Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian, The book consists 
of two parts: Armenian Evangelical Movement and General 
Articles. 249 pp, pb #341 


THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL WORLD COUNCIL, by Rev. 
Dr. Vahan Tootikian. A Bilingual Book, is the History of the 
Armenian Evangelical World Council from its inception in 
1978 through the year 2014. pp. 397, hc #CO356..... $35.00 


ARMENIAN NEEDLELACE & EMBROIDERY, by Alice Odian Kas- 
parian, A photographic collection of more than 100 priceless 
specimens (a third in color), 127 pp, hc #120 


THE BENEFITS & CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE ARMENIAN EVANGEL- 
ICAL CHURCH TO THE ARMENIAN NATION, by Rev. Dr. Vahan 
TOOtKIAN, NC F295: i. sicsve caine desert ceaeeed eeneoearasedeeasseeatacs $20.00 


BLESSINGS IN BITTER Cups, by Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian. 
A triumphant story of a small clan of successful working 
class Armenians living in Turkey just prior to World War I. 
he #305 $20.00 
A BRIEF History OF ARMENIA, by Rev. Sarkis Papajian, 134 
Dp PD 4140s occ scs oct Aosta cowie $5.00 
CLAWS OF THE CRAB: GEORGIA AND ARMENIA IN CRISIS, by 
Stephen Brook, 354 pp, NC #237..........cccccsccsesseeeseseeees $25.00 
ESCAPE TO MUSA DAGH OR THE BANISHMENT OF ZEITOUN AND 
SUEDIA’S REVOLT, by Rev. D. Antreassian, 74 pp, pb #259 ....$7.00 
THE MARTYRED ARMENIAN WRITERS 1915-1922: AN ANTHO- 
LoGcy, By Herand M. Markarian. 250 pp, pb #362C....... $20.00 
Musa DAGH GiRL by Virginia Apelian, Daughter of Armenian 
Genocide Survivors, tells of her loving upbringing against a 
dark historical background. 548 pp, #501CO................. $30.00 


IN OTHER Worps, by Rev. Dr. Peter Doghranji. 
selected sermons. #310 


A variety of 


SHOWERS OF GRACE, by Arousiag Tovmassian Missirlian. A 
Memoir of God’s abundant blessings throughout a lifetime of 
Christian SCrviC@. #346 ........ccccccccececeeseceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeesees $20.00 


TORN BETWEEN TWO LANDS, by Robert Mirak, Armenians 
in America 1890 to World War I. A comprehensive study of 
the Armenian community in America. #121............. $25.00 


THE TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS IN THE OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE 1915-1916, By Viscount Bryce. Documents presented 
to Viscount Grey of Fallodon Secretary of State for Foreign 
Alfalrs: NG PAYAL reoisiececsesioneiniviateis ii sdvicideleinnteiisivtetelacensd $23.00 


£U36PRU &PPrAhEP 


Uyu SniGp #n*iyy & ek bdu - 26nhGwy> QuckG PeowGé6iuG 
= NifunugGwugnieh.G nkyh UptriumtbwG SwuywunwG, Up- 
ihyhw Ge GnumnwGnGniynypu - 2bnpGwypG opwaqpniebwuG 


KoGpkG winGniwd = 4352.0... ccceccceceeneeeeeeeeeeenees $35.00 
UppeGgnip Ubpupnhn G@uGninn UnwoGnpnp - &tnhGul* 
WhfipwG GhqikétbwG - Unwobnpn Yu epee 
wwunpwuunnkint nwupGwgp - #323... $10.0 


4uyky UnwehG GuywpwG - 2tnhpGwy\ QuikG Pewhé6buG - 
VuGyniepiG nGkgnn wjn dp ynigtpp - #351....... $25.00 


Uhnny OpkGpp - SwuGwpwGbwy QwunnippwGGbpp Ge SEpni- 
GuywG Unoppn - 2bnhGul) dtp. VowG QuquybwG ti dtp. 


nyu. Ohyenp Snnpwuw6p - #330... cece cee eeseeeeeeees $5.00 
nun QuuwGbywG SniGp - UGugnpnwgh SiG %wpéh Quudni- 
eG dp - 26npGwl 2pw6n GpqkjbwG - #329.............. $20.00 


Upp wGku BAG. GqGuybwG be GnoGurpnfunie hiGp Pupbyup- 
qnyefiG 9k = 26nhGuly GoniwGn PwuniGp - #331.....$20.00 


ARMENIAN BIBLES -U.USNPUCU.CARv26P 


ARMENIAN REFERENCE BIBLE - hc black - large - #502 ....625.00 
pb white - large #503 
Leather bound black - large #504... eee $30.00 
Leather bound white - large #505 
EASTERN ARMENIAN BIBLE - hc black - #506 


#507 


Book Order Form 


Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue Item No.(s)} 


Item # For a total of $ plus 


$_~~—~—_ for postage and handling. 


In the U.S. add US$5.00 for first copy and US$2.00 for each 
additional book. For Canada and international orders, please call 
or e-mail AMAA for shipping and handling charges before you 
send in your order - (order books by Item numbers). 


Name: 


Address: 


E-mail: 


Tel: 


Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to Armenian Missionary Association of America in 
U.S. dollars and mail to AMAA, 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 
07652. To purchase with a credit/debit card, please call the AMAA office at 
I 201.265.2607 or visit our website www.amaa.org 


For a complete listing of our Bookstore items, please contact AMAA 
Bookstore: 201.265.2607, or visit www.amaa.org/bookstore 
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Featured Books 


The Recipes of Musa Dagh 
An Armenian Cookbook in 
a Dialect of its Own 
by Alberta, Anna and 
* | Louisa Magzanian 

_ Item # 364CO - Price: $19.50 


WOLFGANG GUST 
iF ARIVIENIAIN 


_ The Armenian Genocide 
Evidence from the German 
Foreign Office Archives, 
1915-1916 

Compiled and edited by 
Wolfgang Gust 

Item # 349 - Price: $75.00 


Academies for Anatolia 

A Study of the Rationale, 
Program, and Impact of 

| the Educational Institutions 
Sponsored by the American 
Board in Turkey, 1830-2005 
by Frank A. Stone 

Item # 325 - Price $39.99 


I SHALL 
NOT DIE 


| Exploring Our Faith: 
EX -LORING _ In the Words of the 
ehh 8em MY Anosties' Creed 
By Rev. Dr. Peter 
| Doghranji 
| Item # 358 - Price: $10.00 


0 : 


Armenian and Today's English 


Cunnhw&wyin_eGudp Unwguwup 


Received With Thanks 


| itive and negative encounters 


» Kassouni 


| personal accounts of Rev. 


| the Armenian Genocide. 
| By Rev. Nerses Sarian 


| Istanbul: A Story of the 


A History of Armenian 
Christianity (Second 
printing) 

A fairly objective overview 
of the Christian pilgrimage 
of the Armenian people 
throughout the centuries. 
by Leon Arpee 

Item # 366 - Price: $30.00 


A Century of Armenian 
Protestantism 1846-1946 
(Second Printing) 

The author recounts the 
istory of the Armenian 
vangelical movement 
rom its beginning to 1946. 
by Leon Arpee 

Item # 365 - Price: $20.00 


Points of Life 
The story of a thoughtful Pas- 
tor who experiences life’s pos- 


Reclaiming Konia 

A tale of love, loss and the 
Armenian Genocide — based 
on the true story of Melkon 
Jenanyan. 
By Heather Ruth Martin 
Item # 376CO - Price: $14.99 


___—_ ae 
» RECLALMING 
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and considers their impact on 
his life and ministry. 
by Rev. Dr. Vartkess 


Item #381 - Price: $15.00 


The Thirsty Enemy 

-A Memoir 

Dr. Markarian’s (founding 
President of Haigazian 
University) and his wife’s ad- 
venturous living in Lebanon 
during the Civil War Years. 
Rev. Dr. John Markarian 
Item # 335 - Price: $15.00 


1 Shall Not Die 
A Tribute to the 
Faithfulness of God. The 


Sarian’s survival story during 


Edited by Eric W. Gosden 
Item # 347 - Price: $12.00 


The Youth Home of The Hymnal (Hokevor 


Yerkaran) 

Znqtinp Gaqupwt 
Bilingual Hymns 

Item # 353 - Price: $30.00 


Remnants' Homecoming. 
By Hrant Guzelian 


Item # 357- Price: $20.00 


Available from AMAA Bookstore 


Armenian English diglot New Testaments Published by the American Bible Society - in western 


Version. The book is light to carry and comes in two colors, 


burgundy or blue. With every purchase, US $1 will be donated to AMAA's “SHOGH” Community 
based educational Day Centers in Armenia and Artsakh. To order your copy please fill out the 
Book Order Form on page 42. Price $15.00 plus shipping and handling. Item No. 508. 


| 
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The AMAA acknowledges with gratitude receipt of the following new publications 


Voices of Silence - Pilgrimage to Western Armenia, Cilicia and Cappadocia by Garbis Der-Yeghiayan 


The Synaxis Gospel - Readings and Commentary - Volume | & II by Glyssie Mills Berberian 


Uppy Wuynnytwt pomwthp tr pupbyuuttp, ~ 
@x = Ps J) 


Witphyuyh <u ULbnupwtsutwut Coybpwygniyetwt winvtny Ge wohwmuytu yn & Up 
qui nngn_oiby) mmutwudbwuyttpn Ynnwlhg, huyp, wbd huyp, Gnpuyp Ge puptyud, Snpye. i Whee + ~ 
Uhuwy Wyunybwth wiqniqulwt, wumniwdwpupn, ophtwbtyp tt Gnowtywptp yautpp ee ee * 


wumniwduyht uwpqtip: 

Uwnnyuyht uwhtwtnivtttpn nnpmht ube huvtunniyetwt, funtwiphniyetwt Gr 
wuwpgnijetwut hniwth? Upuwyp Gquyp whhumulwtinietwt mEp quiwyt FE Wuunndn: Wtinp wypht ungti, Upuunl 
Yp huywywtwy gniguptpbtyny Pp untndwgqnpdniyetwt puiph pywynt Yumuptuy funphnnwthgn: 

Gye tnpEp htinptwyws «?-pwfunuyht Ltuwwyp» untyndwgnpdniyetwtu vey Ghwpwgnwd phuwyghh 
Quumuptwy Qufuumbuwpp tptinnbd, Goypwqhmuygnietwtu uky whywylwt Upuwtp p vp niotgwd pyyjns Gu: 
Gi Uhuwuhl? 

«Pp jnLuwazny ghuntpnr quiw§h yuyky upg huuvtumnietunup, 

Wonp dzmuhnu ghty wyphinttpn. vwippniyebwt huutnyn whpwupp upmny, 

UWonp uwptpn pwogptpnit ypw) hwumuiunnt Yunyswd dwyntpnr tiwt ynnuywmbtuy Guupni, 

Wonn dnptpnih uks oh) mthywd duyphttpn tuwt uzmunuyuwp, 

UWotnp ptpph nwzgmtnnit Ge wymnwunt dwntpn.t twit waquuwptp, 

Wonp wywypuinph Gr nhtunpniyptwt wimnwy Gann quiwotpni wyku pwguinh, 

Wonp jtnttpn tpyouuyjwg quqwyttpn.t tiwt wumniwowitna:» 

Whuwuhy Uhuwyp: Gquypttpnr tquyht nnni wynnuwmbtuy Ynipdspht muy whtvwt, wouwhitwt Ge 
wouwpwghd upp vp qitnws F Wumniwo, ophtniyetwt wyppip Wpywynt Swooyht Yu whdwtopt, myupht 
Yui qopwinpht, tanppht pk swrpuhwupt, wonnoht pk hhuwtyjht, ubrht Yu uypuwlpt: 

Upuwp poytp § Gr puptyu, tapuyp bt qnndwhg: Puphh’ qnpdwhg, whfunts ownwyny GL woaqniuy fnihpnn 
bp munwtnp, pd2ybyn wwutwghuniphiip, puwmyp Gr. ownuyniyetwt pfpnit nght’ Gybntgiyy tr nuypnght, wqght 
jet huyptuipppt: 

Uqu Ubuwyp woihtyebye E: Ounp Wumnidn) fp ywydwn br ynvuw2nn Yawtpht huvun: 

Uqury top pqutg qnigk, ti Wfupyewnn}y pp onpowypt htmtitjni wh}unty mboswtpny: 

Suntunyehit upptyh Ubuwt: 

<nqp jebyet. quy ypu: 
2Quikt Fowtétwt 


Qnndoumpp Stonkt Witppyuyh <wy Litnupwtswyut Coytpulgniptwt 
‘unjtuptn 18, 2017 


Once Opan il Gime... + eS 1328 RovEO Roa, Arcapia, CA 91006 


Ina Jiand For Far Awan... Chere Dreams Gan “ame Orite 


CHILDREN’S 


bs AMAA: Child & Orphan Care FASHION 
= SHOW 

CHILDREN’S FASHION SHOW 
THE BEVERLY HILLS HOTEL 


YORDINATED BY 


blaamingcale's 

SHERMAN OAKS 

SATURDAY MAKE YOUR CHILD 

March 10, 2018 A MODEL 

FO CRON S VOUT Cees Pee eee Cece Coney BETTY BALIAN & ALEEN ORUNCAKCIEL 


SEVANA OHANIAN 323-528-8210 or CHRISTINE ZENJIRYAN 818-203-1398 
amaafashionshow@gmail.com 
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Obituaries 


Misak Abdulian, M.D. 
Misak Abdulian 
passed away in Los An- 
geles, CA on November 
7, 2017 at the age of 83. 
Born in Kessab, Syria on 
June 23, 1934, the sev- 
enth child of Hovhannes 
Abdulian and Martha 
Churukian Abdulian, 

Misak was raised and nurtured ina loving, 
Christian home with his two sisters, Araxie and 
Mary, and five brothers, Hagop Jack, Daniel, 
Vahe, Vasken and Hrair. Home, church and 
school filled his happy days and the simple 
village life that was precious to him. Misak 
attended the Kessab Armenian Evangelical 
School and the American Boys’ School in 
Latakia. He continued his education at Aleppo 
College for his freshman and sophomore 
years, after which he attended the American 
University of Beirut (AUB) in Lebanon where 
he received his Bachelor’s Degree. 

In 1958, Misak was accepted to the Medi- 
cal School at AUB and graduated in 1962 as 
a Medical Doctor. He began his residency in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Chicago Ly- 
ing Inn Hospital. After one year in Chicago, 
he decided to switch specialties and moved 
to Kentucky to begin a residency in Urology 
at the University of Kentucky Hospital. After 
completing his residency, he joined the U.S. 
Army and became a citizen of the United 
States. After 6 weeks of basic training at Fort 
Sam in Houston, Texas, Misak was sent to 
Japan to a large army base hospital during the 
Vietnam War, where he treated and cared for 
wounded soldiers for 26 months. He was the 
only urologist for the military hospital. 

In 1970, Misak joined a large urology 
group in Los Angeles that serviced many 
hospitals in the greater Los Angeles area. In 
1986, he established his own private practice 
in Burbank and Hollywood and in later years, 
Misak continued practicing at Hollywood 
Presbyterian until his retirement in 2015. 

On January 24, 1975, Misak married Hou- 
rig Khanjian from Beirut, Lebanon and were 
blessed with two children, Mari Tamar and 
Michael Hovig, who both entered the medical 
field. He loved the church and attended UACC 
regularly, every Sunday, serving as a Trustee 
of the Church. 

Misak was always very active in the Ar- 
menian community and with other volunteer 
organizations. He was active in the Kessab 
Educational Association serving as Chair- 
man and committee member and served as a 
physician at Camp Kessab. He was one of the 
founding members of the Armenian American 
Medical Society of California and served as 
its Chairman and Board member, providing 
advice, encouragement and support to new 


young physicians. Misak was also a founding 
member of the Merdinian Armenian School 
and was involved in the activities of the School 
Board. He was active on numerous hospital 
boards and was honored in many ways for his 
work. 

A devoted physician, he enjoyed reading, 
gardening and going hunting with his dear 
Kessabtzi friends. He took great pleasure in 
his Saturday morning breakfasts with treasured 
friends, a tradition they kept for over 30 years. 
He had a talent for telling funny stories and 
jokes which would bring a smile to everyone’s 
face and lighten the atmosphere. 

Misak is survived by his wife of 42 years, 
Hourig; his daughter Mari Tamar and her 
husband Leif; his son Michael Hovig, his wife 
Sylvia and granddaughters Alene and Alexia; 
his brothers Daniel and Vasken; sisters-in- 
law, brothers-in-law, nieces, nephews and 
cousins.) 


Silva Hasserjian Bedirian 

Silva Hasserjian =" 
Bederian, an active ‘ ‘ 
member of the Armenian “va 
Evangelical Church of 
Toronto, ON, Canada, 
passed away peacefully 
on September 13, 2017 
due to a brain aneurysm, 
with her loving husband 
by her side. 

Silva was born in Aleppo, Syria on March 
11, 1948 to Krikor and Antoinette Hasserjian, 
the second of five siblings. From a young 
age she committed herself to the Lord and 
His church, serving in various positions from 
Sunday School teacher to youth group leader 
within the Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel 
Church of Aleppo, Syria. She was a hard 
worker, always helping her mother with her 
needlework and sewing business. Her love of 
teaching was evident through the testimonies 
of her many students from the Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel School as well as Emmanuel 
School of Aleppo, as she instilled in them the 
Armenian language. 

In 1983 she married Movses Bederian 
in Toronto and were soon blessed with two 
daughters, Tamar and Sevan. She also continued 
to exercise her gift of teaching to countless 
kindergarten students at the AGBU Zaroukian 
School. She continued to serve within the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto as a 
council member, and a dedicated member in the 
Ladies’ Auxiliary for many years. 

Silva was a devoted wife for 34 years and 
a sacrificial mother to her children Greg and 
Tamar Dekirmenjian and Simon and Sevan 
Marachlian. Her joy was especially evident 
when making reference to her grandchildren 


— Andreas, Nareg, and Simon Haig Jr. Her 
hospitality had no measure and was known 
to host many gatherings, always preparing an 
abundant feast for her guests. She touched the 
lives of so many people with her tender heart, 
smile, and caring spirit. Even though she was 
battling sickness for the past couple of years and 
was going through hard and testing days, when 
asked how she was doing, a gentle “praise God” 
would always come out of her mouth. 

A funeral service was held on September 
18 at the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Toronto, followed by the interment at York 
Cemetery. O 


Hourig Toukhanian J acobs 

Hourig Toukha- 
nian Jacobs, one of the 
strong pillars of the Ar- 
menian Congregational 
Church of Greater De- 
troit, passed away on 
September 8, 2017 in 
Michigan. 

Hourig was born 
in Beirut, Lebanon on 
August 12, 1947. She attended Nshan Palanjian 
High School where one of her favorite 
activities was playing basketball. Her team 
became the national champions of Lebanon 
and went on to compete internationally in 
Budapest, Hungary. 

She immigrated to Detroit, MI with her 
family in 1966 and studied Foreign Language 
Education at Wayne State University, majoring 
in French and Spanish. In 1968 she married 
Robert Jacobs and together they built a 
Christian home and were blessed with four 
children. 

Hourig enjoyed teaching foreign lan- 
guages, teaching the Armenian language at 
the ARS Day School, and offering private 
Armenian language classes for adults. She 
also wrote a beginner's Armenian language 
textbook. 

Hourig was a member of the Armenian 
Congregational Church since 1976 and served 
the Church in many capacities. She was a 
Deaconess and a Christian educator for more 
than 40 years. As a well versed Bible student, 
she served as Church School Superintendent 
for many decades. 

God richly endowed Hourig with a good 
intellect and organizational skills. She was a 
highly versatile and multi-talented person. An 
articulate, humble and graceful Christian lady, 
she radiated an inner strength that touched 
everyone she met. 

Hourig is survived by her husband 
Robert, children Carl (Melanie), Cathy (Leo) 
Brito, Seta Sanchez and Jennifer (Mike) 
Mullen, seven grandchildren, three siblings 
and many nieces and nephews. 
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Hourig is now in the arms of her loving 
Father and is enjoying the presence of her 
beloved Jesus. Although we celebrate her 
union with God, her gentle and loving soul 
will be sorely missed by all who knew her. 

Funeral services were held October 7 
at the Armenian Congregational Church of 
Greater Detroit. O 


Vartan J ambazian 

Vartan Jambazian 
of Thousand Oaks, CA 
passed away on October 
2, 2017 after a very short 
hospitalization. He was 
85. 

Born in Musa Dagh, 
Bitias on February 
4, 1932, he was the 
youngest of three children born to Movses 
and Loussaper Jambazian. The Jambazians, 
along with other Musa Dagh Armenians, came 
to Lebanon and settled in Anjar. Vartan grew 
up in Anjar as a happy young boy, an athlete, 
a hiker, a youth leader and teacher. 

Vartan studied at the American University 
of Beirut as an engineering student and later 
came to the United States to continue his 
education settling in the Los Angeles area. 
He worked in electronics, entrepreneurship, 
defense and business ventures. 

His goal in life was God first, others next 
and himself last. Vartan and his wife Angel 
started the Armenian Christian Fellowship 
group in Thousand Oaks to promote his goals 
that lasted for many years. With his wife he 
also established the Armenia Scholarship Fund 
through the AMAA to help Armenian students 
in Armenia continue their higher education. 

Vartan is survived by his wife Angel, 
daughter Pera, daughter Petra and her husband 
Chris Rowell and their two sons Matthew and 
Jeremy. 

A memorial service was held at the 
United Methodist Church of Thousand Oaks 
on November 25. 


Khoren Nalbandian 
Khoren Nalbandian, 
born December 25, 1938 
in Aleppo, Syria, passed 
away on October 16, 
2017 in Tenafly, NJ. 
Son of John and 
Araxie Nalbandian, he 
was raised in Aleppo, af 
and started high school 
at Aleppo College and graduated from Karen 
Yeppe Jemaran. He attended and graduated 
from the State University of Damascus 
with a Bachelor’s degree in pharmacy and 
pharmaceutical chemistry. In 1965 he moved 


to Beirut, Lebanon where he received his 
pharmacy license through the American 
University of Beirut. 

During this time, he met and taught 
with who would become his life partner, Seta 
Loshkajian. He started his professional career 
teaching biology and chemistry at several 
Armenian institutions including Armenian 
Evangelical College and Khanamirian College 
as a part-time professor. Concurrently he 
became Pharmacist-in-Charge and later the 
Director at the Armenian National Sanatorium 
of Lebanon until 1972, when his life would 
take its next turn and he would marry Seta and 
start family life. 

After a few initial years of uncertainty 
between life in Lebanon and the possibility of 
a better and safer life in the United States, he 
settled his family in Tenafly, NJ. Besides his 
family, the jewel in his crown was Junction 
Drugs, a struggling business he and Seta 
bought in 1983 which grew to be a community 
favorite in the Bergen County area. Because of 
his unique knowledge of so many languages, 
and his expertise and love for his profession, 
the store was able to cater to so many different 
people from all walks of life and prosper. 
Although the pharmacy was a full-time 
commitment, he kept a full-time job at NYU 
Medical Center for 30 years. Sometimes 
working 100 hours a week, including weekends 
and holidays, always with a smile that lit up 
any room, he had an indomitable work ethic. 
Ironically, he passed away at the hospital where 
he was the Senior Pharmacist for so many years. 

Khoren, a generous and community 
serving man, was one of the founders of the 
Armenian American Health Professionals 
Organization, a Board member for the last 
30 years of the Armenian Medical Fund, a 
major sponsor of the Armenian Sanatorium of 
Lebanon (the Azounieh Hospital), and a Board 
member of the Armenian Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Home of Emerson, NJ. Khoren was 
also involved with the AMAA’s scholarship 
committee, was a Trustee of the Armenian 
Presbyterian Church of Paramus, and a Board 
member of the Hovnanian Armenian School. 

He is survived by his beloved wife Seta, 
an AMAA Board member, a son, Alex, his 
daughter Maria Nalbandian-Cafasso and her 
husband David, grandchildren Ani and Raffi, 
and many nieces, nephews and friends. He also 
leaves behind a sister, Marie Minassian, and 
was preceded in death by his brother, Stepan. 

Funeral services were held at the Armenian 
Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ on 
October 19, followed by interment at Brookside 
Cemetery in Englewood, NJ. The family has 
requested that donations be directed in Khoren’s 
memory to the Armenian Presbyterian Church 
or the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America. O) 


Mary Sourenian Talento 

Mary Sourenian 3% 
Talento passed away on 
September 1, 2017 at the 
age of 90 in Media, PA. 

The youngest of 
three daughters born to 
Asadour and Gaderina 
Sourenian, Mary grew 
up on Rodman Street in 
West Philadelphia’s Armenian neighborhood 
with her two sisters Victoria and Lydia. Family 
was everything to Mary; she and her husband 
Joseph were married for over 56 years raising 
their two sons in Media, PA close to her sis- 
ters, cousins, and all their children. Everyone 
looked forward to seeing “Aunt Mary” and she 
was respected, loved, and appreciated by those 
who knew her kindness, generosity, faith, and 
selfless disposition. 

She is survived by her two sons, Joseph 

Jr. and David, her daughter-in-law Cheryl, and 
her beloved grandchildren Suzanna and Mi- 
chael Talento. Services were held September 
6 and she is buried at Media Cemetery with 
her husband Joseph Talento Sr. who died in 
January 2015. 

Mary founded two ongoing charity funds 
with the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA). The family asks that 
donations be made to the Joseph L. and Mary 
Sourenian Talento Fund at the AMAA. O 


The AMAA Board of Directors 
and the staff wish to extend 
their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the following 
deceased friends. 


Meline Shnorhokian 
Pasadena, CA 


Rosa Steele 
Woodcliff Lake, NJ 


"Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord from now on." 
"Yes," says the Spirit, "they 
will rest from their labor, for 
their deeds will follow them." 
Revelation 14:13 (NIV) 
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JOY PACKAGES 


r Association of America 
Invites You to Bring pe 


; > CHRISTMAS JOY 
yp to Our Children in Armenia & Artsakh 


ince the early 1990s, the AMAA and the Evangelical 

Church of Armenia have organized annual Christmas i 

Programs in over 30 towns in Armenia and Artsakh 
to share God’s love and bring Christmas joy to thousands 
of children. Specially-made Christmas packages are 
distributed by ‘Santa Claus’ leaving everyone smiling and 
with the indelible mark of the joy of Christmas in their 
hearts! Your generous donations will help us continue this 
special ministry to our children in the Homeland. 


t a a 
. YES, | WOULD LIKE TO HELP PROVIDE A BLESSED 
| CHRISTMAS FOR CHILDREN IN NEED. 
Enclosed is my donation of 


O$15 0330 0$45 0$60 0$75 0$125 OoOther $ 


Name: 


Adaress: 


Tel: Em coll: 


Make check payable to: Armenian Missionary Association of America, memo: 
Christmas Joy. Mail to: 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652 or make a 
secure donation online at www.amaa.org 


F er are : Non-Profit Org. 
Armenian Missionary Association of America U.S. Postage 
31 West Century Road : PAID ' 
aramus, 
Paramus, NJ 07652 pe oat 
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A Meeting of Armenian Evangelical Churches in Aintab, 1892 (From AMAA Archives) 


